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Christmas  traditions  not  always  based  on  the  facts 

IS  Jesus’  tothday.  Any  cWld  coincide  with  pagan  celebrations  of  the  win-  sometune  between  4  B.C.  and  1  B.C.  decorations  was  derived  fri>m  the  so-calle 


Zj^Thristmas  is  Jesus’  birthday.  Any  child 
r  I  in  Sunday  School  knows  that,  which 
^wris  unfortunate,  because  it  almost  cer¬ 
tainly  is  wrong. 

Tlie  modem  celebration  of  Christmas 
combines  a  number  of  traditions  so  ancient 
tlrat  their  cmgins  have  become  lost  to  all  but 
historians  and  trivia  buffs.  FoUowing  is  all 
you  ever  wanted  to  know  (or  perhaps  not) 
about  the  celebration  of  Christmas. 

Followers  of  Jesus  celebrated  his  death 
and  resurrection  early  in  church  history,  but 
Jesus’  nativity  was  not  celebrated  until  3(X) 
years  later.  While  Dec.  25  eventually  came 
to  be  associated  as  Jesus’  birthday,  no  evi¬ 
dence  remains  about  the  exact  date  of 
Christ’s  birth. 

Luke’s  gospel  tells  of  angels  armouncing 
Jesus’  birth  to  shepherds  in  the  fields,  keep¬ 
ing  watch  over  their  flocks  by  night. 

Winter  in  Judea  was  wet  and  chilly.  It  is 
unlikely  that  shepherds  would  spend  the 
night  in  their  fields  in  December.  More  like¬ 
ly,  scholars  say,  Jesus  was  bom  in  the  spring 
lambing  season,  when  nights  were  balmy 
and  shepherds  would  need  to  be  awake  to 
tend  their  ewes. 

(^I^arly  in  the  fourth  century,  Christians 
^[Tin  Roine  began  to  celebrate  the  birth 
/  ^of  Christ.  At  the  time,  the  church  was 
embroiled  in  a  controversy  over  the  nature 
of  Christ  —  whether  he  was  truly  God  or  a 
creat^  being.  It  is  likely  an  emphasis  on  the 
doctrine  of  the  incarnation,  the  idea  that  “the 
Word  was  made  flesh,”  in  John  1:14,  was  a 
factor  in  the  spread  of  the  celebration  of 
Christmas. 

The  term  Christmas,  a  contraction  of 
“Christ’s  mass,”  did  not  come  into  use  until 
the  Middle  Ages.  Another  term  used  to 
describe  the  event.  Nativity,  is  from  the 
Latin  word  for  “birth.” 

Christmas  appeared  at  first  to  have  been 
observt^  at  different  times  during  the  year. 
There  is  some  evidence  that  the  earliest 
Christmas  festival  was  held  in  May. 

In  the  fourth  century,  Pope  Julius  I  desig¬ 
nated  Dec.  25  as  Christmas,  probably  to 


coincide  with  p^an  celebrations  of  the  win¬ 
ter  solstice,  which  many  ancient  religions 
observed  as  signaling  the  return  cht  rebi^  of 
the  sun.  The  Roman  Feast  of  the  Invincible 
Sun  was  celebrated  across  the  Roman 
Empire.  Rather  than  trying  to  eradicate 
pagan  holidays,  church  leaders  sought  to 
replace  them  with  Christian  observances. 


^^^^^ther  tradition 

Sinn^im^ii 

days  were  dropped. 

celebrate  Christmas  on  the  old 
Dec.  25,  which  is  Jan.  7  on  the  new  calen¬ 
dar.  Protestants  were  also  slow  to  accept  the 
Gregorian  calendar,  which  became  official 
in  1752. 

The  Christian  calendar  purports  to  date 
history  from  the  year  of  Jesus’  birth,  but  it  is 
based  on  a  miscalculation.  The  census  by 
(Juirinius  cited  in  Luke  2:2  was  dated  by  the 
Jewish  historian  Josephus  in  6-7  B.C. 

rtt^erod  the  Great,  mentioned  in 
Matthew’s  gospel  as  the  jealous  king 
jji4r*that  tried  to  murder  the  Christ  Child, 
died  in  4  B.C.,  according  to  Roman  histories. 
Scholars  pinpoint  the  year  of  Jesus’  birth  as 


sometime  between  4  B.C.  and  1  B.C. 

Christmas  became  a  public  holiday  by 
oixfcr  of  the  Roman  emperor  Justinian  in  the 
sixth  century.  St.  Francis  of  Assissi  intro¬ 
duced  devotion  to  the  Christmas  crib,  or 
manger,  in  the  13th  century. 

sermons.  English  Puritans, 

continue  today.  For 

brated  the  winter  solstice  by  a 
festival  honoring  their  sun  god.  Called 
“Yule,”  the  celebration  included  dragging  a 
huge  log  into  an  opening  and  starting  a  bon¬ 
fire.  The  Druids  would  dance  around  the 
yule  log  in  a  noisy  celebration  designed  to 
wake  the  sleeping  sun. 

The  Druids  alsp  hung  mistletoe  in  hopes  it 
would  bring  peace  and  good  fortune.  Use  of 
plants  like  holly  comes  from  an  ancient  belief 
that  such  plants  blossomed  at  Christmas. 

The  Christmas  tree  is  a  fairly  recent  addi¬ 
tion,  developing  in  the  early  17th  century  in 
Strasbourg,  France,  and  spreading  through 
Germany  and  into  northern  Europe.  The 
evergreen  tree  trimmed  with  lights  and  other 


decorations  was  derived  from  the  so-called 
paradise  tree,  symbolizing  Eden,  in  German 
mystery  plays. 

The  use  of  candles  on  Christmas  tiees 
developed  from  the  belief  that  candles 
appeared  miraculously  on  the  trees  at  (Thiist- 
mas.  The  Christmas  tree  was  introduced  in 
England  in  1841  by  Prince  Albert,  consort  of 
(^een  Victoria.  From  there  it  accompanied 
inunigrants  to  the  United  States. 

The  figure  of  Santa  Claus,  which 
arguably  overshadows  Jesus  in  secular  cele- 
Ixations  of  Christmas,  stems  from  a  histori¬ 
cal  character  from  the  fourth  century.  Saint 
Nicholas. 

The  patron  saint  of  Russia,  Saint 
Nicholas  lived  in  Asia  Minor,  now  Turkey. 
He  also  came  to  be  viewed  as  the  patron 
saint  of  children,  scholars,  virgins,  sailors, 
and  tTKrchants.  In  the  Middle  Ages,  thieves 
also  viewed  him  as  their  patron  saint  as  well. 

The  Saint  Nicholas  legend  tells  of  surrep¬ 
titious  gifts  to  three  daughters  of  a  poor  man, 
who,  unable  to  give  them  dowries,  was 
about  to  abandon  them  to  a  life  of  sin.  From 
that  story  grew  the  custom  of  secret  giving 
on  the  eve  of  St.  Nicholas  Day.  Dec.  6. 
Because  of  the  proximity  of  dates,  Christ¬ 
mas  and  St.  Nicholas  Day  became  merged  in 
many  countries. 


yj^^olonial  settlers  on  Manhatten  Island 
11  introduced  the  name  Santa  Claus  j 
\LJ^corTuption  of  the  Dtitch  “Sinterklaiis.  ’ 
a  modification  of  “Sint  Nikolaas.” 

The  Twelve  Days  of  Christmas,  popular¬ 
ized  in  the  carol,  refers  to  the  12  days  between 
Christmas  and  Epiphany,-  Jan.  6.  Epiphany 
celebrates  the  manifestation  of  Jesus  as  the 
Son  of  God,  represented  in  the  adoration  of 
the  Magi,  the  baptism  of  Jesas.  and  the  mira¬ 
cle  of  turning  water  to  wine  at  Cana. 

Use  of  the  abbreviation  “Xmas,”  often 
criticized  as  an  attempt  to  secularize  or 
remove  Christ  from  Christmas,  actually  has 
Christian  roots.  “X”  is  a  Greek  letter  translit¬ 
erated  into  English  as  “ch.”  It  is  the  first  let¬ 
ter  in  the  biblical  word  “Christos,”  which  is 
translated  as  “Christ.” 


The  Univereity  of  Virginia’s  refusal  to  fund  the  printing  of  a 
student-run  Christian  newspaper  violated  the  free-speech 
righfi  of  the  ^tA)Ushers;  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  has  mled.  In 
a  ^-44^isuNL  the  couiT  ruled  that  the  school’s  poHcy  barring 
■Ih*  -Use  of  student  activity  funds  for  religious  activities,  while 
the  fltn'<fs  at  tti^^me  time  supported  a  broad  range  of  other 
student  activities,  amounted  to  discrimination.  Justice  Sandra 
Day  O’Connor  wrote  that  the  case  rested  at  the  intersection  of 
two  “bedrock”  constitutional  principles:  government  neutrali¬ 
ty  in  religious  matters  and  the  prohibition  against  public  fund¬ 
ing  for  religious  activities.  She  concluded  that  the  university 
would  not  be  endorsing  the  publication’s  religious  persepac- 
tivc  by  paying  for  its  printing.  Justice  David  Souter  disagreed, 
stating  in  his  dissent  that  the  court  for  the  first  time  had 
approved  “direct  funding  of  core  religious  activities  by  an  arm 
of  the  -state.”  O’Connor  was  joined  in  the  majority  by  Chief 
Justice  William  Rehnquist,  aJong  with  Justices  Antonin  Scalia 
and  Clarence  Thomas. 


Many  churches  choose  to  advertise  on  local  radio  stations, 
but  such  ads  are  not  the  time  to  “slam  people  with  the  Bible.” 
said  a  West  Virginia  pastor  whp  specializes  in  writing  radio 
spots.  Tom  Cheyney,  pastor  of  Calvary  Church  in  Morgan¬ 
town,  advised  aspiring  ad  writers  to  keep  it  simple  and  don't 
try  to  be  cute.  “Read  the  advertisement  to  a  child  and  ask  him 
what  it  was  about.  If  he  can’t  repeat  the  general  idea,  the  idea 
is  too  complicated  for  radio.”  he  said.  Ads  should  stick  with 
one  theme  and  be  straighforward  as  well  as  truthful,  he 
added.  ‘Tell  a  story  but  don’t  produce  a  drama..Repeat  points 
that  are  not  easily  understood.  Never  confuS^  the  listener  with 
strange  words.  Never  play  games  with  listeners.”  Cheyney 
pointed  out.  Other  suggestions  from  Cheyney  include:  Don’t 
brag.  Tailor  the  ad  for  non-chitrcH  members.  Don’t  yell. 
Never  be  flippant.  Use  humor  sparingly.  Lastly,  don’t  be 
sloppy.  “Too  many  times  advertising  is  done  at  the  last 
minute,  and  it  looks  like  it  was  done  in  a  hurry.  Go  for  class, 
not  mass,”  Cheyney  said. 


10  years  ago 


Final  payment  is  received  on  the  $260,000  sale  of  Camp 
Kittiwake.  the’  beachfront  RA  camp  destroyed  by  Hurricane 
Camille  in  1969.  Proceeds  from  the  sale  will  finance  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  lodge  at  Central  Hills  Retreat  near  Koscuisko. 


20  years  ago 


People  pack  the  sanctuary  at  First  Church.  Ridgeland.  to 
hear  R.G.  Lee.  pastor  emeritus  of  Bellevue  Chuah.  Memphis, 
^nd^former  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
preach  his  world-renowned  “Payday  Someday’’  sermon. 


50  years  ago 


The  first  Mississippi  Indian  Bible  Institute  i^held  at  Bethany 
Choctaw  (pdian  Church,  eight  miles  west  of  Philadelphia.  J.B 
Rounds,  secretary  for  Indian,  work  at  the  Southern  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Board  in  Atlanu.  is  the  featured  speaker. 


Editor’s  Notfrook  Hen.e,uX 

An  overflow  of  Thanksgiving 


A  vast  number  of  Mississippi 
volunteers  have  gone  from  A  to  Z 
—  Alaska  to  Zimbabwe  —  not  to 
mention  Bolivia,  Venezuela,  Hon¬ 
duras,  Russia,  etc. 

Construction  crews  have  built 
buildings  in  the  U.S.,  plus  several 
foreign  nations. 

We  at  The  Baptist  Record  are 
especially  thankful  for  our 
105,000  subscribers  and  for  the 
privilege  of  serving  here. 

“They  thanked  God  and  took 
courage,”  was  the  report  of  the 
apostle  Paul.  The  entire  staff  joins 
you  in  seeking  a  courageous  1996. 
Guy  Henderson,  editor 
William  H.  (Dusty)  Perkins  Jr. , 
associate  editor 
Renee  Walley 
Shannon  Simpson 
Betty  Anne  Bailey 
Florence  Larrimore 
Betty  Smith 


into  many  churches. 

The  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  (BSSB)  has  been  blessed 
with  a  real  turn-around  victory, 
going  from  an  $8.2  million  dollar 
loss  with  a  total  revenue  of  $225 
million  in  1994.  This  year  the 
BSSB  met  the  income  goal  and 
exceeded  it  by  $4.4  million. 

Thankfulness  should  be  para¬ 
mount  as  we  close  out  1995  with 
record  Cooperative  Program 
(CP)  gifts. 

Mississippi  churches  have  been 
faithful  in  using  the  CP  pipeline  to 
support  home  and  foreign  mis¬ 
sions.  In  11  months  $21,520,855 
has  been  channeled  to  mission 
causes  through  the  Cooperative 
Program.  This  amount  is  a  5.08% 
increase  over  the  previous  year. 
Add  a  Lx)ttie  Moon  projected  gift 
of  $7  million,  and  we  abound  with 
thanksgiving. 


Thanksgiving  could  well  be 
extended  to  Christmas  and  beyond. 
As  1995  winds  down,  we  have 
much  fw  which  to  be  thankful. 

Our  (jod  is  faithful  —  bless  the 
Lord,  O  my  soul,  “and  forget  not 
all  his  benefits.”  The  salvation  of 
our  God  is  wondrous  to  behold. 

We  remember  the  Christ  Child 
with  a  thankful  spirit  because  of 
those  who  seek  to  make  Kim 
known.  The  missionary  spirit  is 
still  much  alive  in  our  churches. 

Records  have  been  established 
in  the  number  of  missionaries 
being  sent  abroad,  the  new  coun¬ 
tries  opened,  and  a  record  Lottie 
Moon  offering  in  1994.  We  expect 
to  top  that  in  1995. 

We  are  grateful  for  the  mis¬ 
sion  work  in  the  homeland.  The 
work  of  the  Home  Mission  Board 
in  outreach,  soul-winning,  and 
social  consciousness  has  filtered 


It  never  fails,  first  we  have  an  earthquake 
arid  then  it  snows.'" 


Guest  Opinion... 

The  Magi’s  stair  of  Bethlehem  — 
conjunction  of  two,  or  new  star? 


The  Fragments= 

The  season  and  the  reason 


An  editor  of  a  secular  news-  been  dismissed  by  those  who 
paper  bemoaned  the  fact  that  the  desire  the  season  without  the  Rea- 
“religious  type”  were  always  try-  son. 

ing  to  stir  up  something  about  A  Peanuts  cartoon  hit  the  nail: 
Christmas.  A  pastor  urged  his  peo-  “Merry  Christmas,  Charlie 
pie  to  buy  less  and  think  more  Brown.  Since  it’s  this  time  of  the 
about  the  Christ.  He  was  almost  season,  1  think  we  ought  to  bury 
tarred  and  feathered.  past  differences  and  try  to  be 

One  writer  said  there  was  an  kind,”  said  Lucy.  . 
effort  to  erase  “Merry  Christmas”  Charlie  Brown  asked,  “Why 
and  make  it  “Happy  Holidays.”  does  it  just  have  to  be  this  time  of 
I  witnessed  a  recent  Christmas  the  season?  Why  can’t  it  be  all 
parade  in  which  there  was  not  one  year  long?” 
religious  float,  group,  or  emphasis  Lucy  looked  at  him  and 
in  the  two-mile  procession.  The  exclaimed,  “What  are  you,  some 
religiousness  of  Christmas  has  kind  of  fanaticT’  — GH 


By  Huey  Harwell 

act  year  Martin  and  Mosley  believe  Christ  may  have  been 
iged  his  bom  in  the  autumn  of  2  B.C.,  that  the  Magi  arrived 
ay  have  during  Hanukkah  on  Dec.  25,  and  that  they  saw 
•w  year,  Jupiter  in  “its  retrograde  motion,”  stopping  over  Beth- 
nukkah,  lehem  (“The  Star  of  Bethehem  Reconsidered:  An  His- 
y  of  the  torical  Approach,”  Planetarian  magazine.  Summer 
l^  1980  issue). 

“Viewing  the  phenomenon  from  Jemsalem  ”  they 
say,  “Jupiter  would  indeed  have  been  ‘stopped’  over 
Bethlehem  some  68  degrees  above  the  southern 
(  horizon  at  the  time  of  the  Magi’s  normal 

^SSRfH  ,  pre-dawn  observations  of  the  .skies.” 

*  It’s  possible  the  Magi  arrived  on 
25.  several  hours  after  Jesus 
il  bom.  and  they  saw  God’s 

world  that  first 
Christmas  morning.  Herod  may 
have  begun  searching  that  day,  but 
waited  over  a  month  before  ordering  his 

U  Or,  the  Magi  may  have  heard  about 
r  Christ's  birth  (Luke  2:17).  and  this,  plus 

the  conjunctions,  is  what  inspired  them  to  go  to  Jer¬ 
usalem.  At  any  rate,  after  they  arrived.  Herod  asked 
'  them  what  time  the  star  had  appeared.  It  must  have 
.  been  at  least  a  year  since  they  had  seen  the  star,  for 
f  Herod  ordered  all  the  children  killed  who  were  “two 
years  old  and  under"  (Matt.  2:7.  16). 

When  the  wise  men  left  Herod,  they  saw  the  star 
they  had  seen  “in  the  east.”  and  it  led  them  to  Christ. 
Gixl  could  have  moved  it  out  of  its  normal  course  to 
guide  the  wise  men  to  Bethlehem.  He  caused  the 
world  to  stop  spinning  in  the  days  of  Joshua,  so  he 
certainly  could  have  created  a  new  star,  or  moved  one 
he  had  already  created. 

Jesus  had  a  supernatural  conception  and  a  natural 
birth.  The  star  of  Manhew;  2  may  have  had  IxHh  elements. 

Harwell  is  a  member  of  First  Church.  Floma- 
tnn,  .\ia. 


Time  magazine  says,  “When  Christ  *  .^j 

was  born  in  Bethlehem,  almost  2,000 
years  ago,  the  heavens  offered  a  display 
that  few  who  studied  the  stars  would  have 
failed  to  notice.  There  was  a 
conjunction  of  the  same  two 
planets  three  times  in  7  B.C. 

The  two  planets  were  Jupiter,  consid-  * 
ered  by  the  ancients  to  be  the  star  of 
David,  and  Saturn”  (Dec.  27,  1967  issue). 

Venus  is  the  most  brilliant  of  all  the  U!'  ■  -  j 
stars.  There  has  been  a  fairly  recent  dis-  ’ll 

covery  of  a  double  conjunction  of  Venus  and  I 
Jupiter  in  3  and  2  B.C.  The  encounter  was  in  the  | 
constellation  of  Leo,  the  Lion  of  Judali. 

Ernest  L.  Martin,  director  of  the  Foundation  for  I 
Biblical  Research  in  Pasadena.  Calif.,  and  John 
Mosley,  program  supervisor  for  the  Griffith  Observa¬ 
tory  in  Los  Angeles,  also  believe  Herod  died  shortly 
after  the  eclipse  of  1  B.C.  and  that  the  conjunctions  of 
Jupiter  and  Venus  in  3  and  2  B.C.  might  be  what  led 
the  Magi  to  go  to  Jerusalem. 

They  write:  “On  Aug.  1.  3  B.C..  Jupiter  becamie 
visible  above  the  pre-dawn  eastern  horizon  as  the 
‘morning  star.'  Twelve  days  later,  at  about  4  a.m..  a 
verv  cltt^c  c*>njunction  iKCurred  hi-iween  Jupiter  and 
Venus....  On  June  17.  2  B.C..  Jupiicr  and  Venus  dn-w 


Mississippi  Bwt^s  wdll  embark  ofl  a  three^'^^ar'paitnpninp  with 
the  South  AiwriclR  cotmtiy  of  Venezuela,  begiiMttigdl.iaiHia7  19%. 
Churches  and  chtirch  organizations  may  be'intere^lisfcBr  besting 
Southern  Baptist  missionarbis  who- work  in  VBiie2iid#;rin  «d«r  to 
achieve  a  b^er  understand^  of  the  needs  of  Venezoe^-  Baptists. 
CuiTKaly,"tJiw>  missionary  om^es  frt$B  VeiKZuda  arc  on  fiirtos^  in 
the  UfTited  States  and  are  avadable  fear  .speaking  engagements: 

ffiefcie  and  De  Nc+sim  Riclmrd  and  Martha  Beal 

(mission  administrator)  (mission  treasurer) 

304  Bve^teen  Ave.  425  Ford 

Brnning^m,  AL  35209  Columbia.  MS  39429 

{205)871-2414  (601)736-6389 


Lr|>r  njs*rc  infnriuittion  the  Mrssissippi.^VcnczucIa  Partmish^  and 
vrth^parinership  ptajccl5.  contact  Bill  Haid>,  p.jrtnerstup  coordinator 
.»f  Bapti^  ConwHtitrn  Board.  P.O.  Box  530.  .(.udoarn. 

MS  3(),  Telephone:  (tjOi)  9^-3,’''“,).  or  toll  free  outside  J  ck 

siin  jjanis  ■'4S  1651. 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee  BrUie  Buckley.  Petal;  Charles 
Dunagin.  Summit;  Bill  Hardin,  Ripley:  David  Raddin,  Yazoo  City; 
Ernest  Sadler,  Pascagoula;  Cart  White.  Clarksdale:  Betty  Smith, 
secretary. 

Postmaster:  Send  changes  of  address  to  The  BAPTIST 
RECORD,  P.O!  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205.  Send  news,  conv 
municatlon,  and  address  changes  to  The  Editor,  BAPTIST 
RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205  (601)  968-3800. 
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Five  Mississippi  couples 
join  FMB  overseas  ranks 


RICHMOND,  Va.  —  The  For¬ 
eign  Mission  Board  (FMB)  on 
Dec.  12  appointed  38  missionaries 
during  a  service  at  Broadmoor 
Church,  Memphis. 

Among  those  a|:^ointed  were 
10  with  Mississippi  connections: 
Robert  M.  and  Sally  Bade, 
Bradley  D.  and  Lenora  Beaman, 
David  B.  and  Deborah  Balyeat, 
Timothy  A.  and  Rebecca  Light- 
sey,  and  Frank  R.  and  Demetria 
(Dede)  Trotter. 

As  missionary  associates  the 
Bades  will  live  in  Germany, 
where  he  will  promote  religious 
education  in  the  churches,  work¬ 
ing  as  the  associate  to  the  general 
secretary  of  the  European  Baptist 
Convention.  A  missionary  associ¬ 
ate  is  a  person  employed  for  a 
renewable  four-year  term  to  do  a 
particular  job  for  which  he  or  she 
is  equipped  by  education  and 
experience. 

Since  1990  he  has  been  assis¬ 
tant  pastor  of  Immanuel  Church  in 
El  Paso,  Texas. 

Bom  and  reared  in  Imlay  City, 
Mich.,  Bade  is  the  son  of  Virginia 
Bade  of  that  city  and  the  late  Don¬ 
ald  Bade.  He  considers  Immanuel 
Church  his  home  church.  Main 
Church  in  Ha«iesburg  was  also 
influential  in  his  Christian  growth. 

He  received  the  associate  in 
applied  science  degree  from 
DeVry  Institute  of  Technology  in 
Chicago;  bachelor  of  arts  degree 
from  William  Carey  College;  the 
master  of  arts  in  religious  educa¬ 
tion  degree  from  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Fort  Worth;  and  the 
master  of  education  degree  from 
the  University  of  Texas  at  El  Paso. 
He  also  attended  Brevard  Commu¬ 
nity  College  in  Cocoa,  Fla. 

He  served  in  the  U.S.  Navy.  He 
was  an  electronic  technician  with 
Altman  Electronics  in  Chicago;  an 
electronic  engineer  with  Boeing 


Aerospace  Co.  in  Fort  Walton 
Beach,  Fla.,  and  McDonnell-Dou- 
glas  Aerospace  Co.  at  the 
Kennedy„Space  Center  in  Florida; 
a  customer  service  representative 
with  Sears  Roebuck  and  Co.  in 
Fort  Worth;  and  assistant  pastor  of 
Calvary  Church  in  Hannibal,  Mo., 
and  Northgate  Church,  El  Paso. 
He  also  made  mission  trips  to 
Brazil  and  Mexico. 

Born  and  reared  in  Lapeer, 
Mich.,  Mrs.  Bade,  the  former  Sally 
Cole,  is  the  daughter  of  the  late 
William  and  Ada  Cole.  She  con¬ 
siders  Immanuel  her  home  church. 

She  received  the  bachelor  of 
business  administration  degree 
from  Texas  Wesleyan  College  in 
Fort  Worth.  She  also  attended 
William  Carey  College. 

^he  was  a  material  control 
clerk  with  Boeing  Aerospace  Co. 
in  Fort  Walton  Beach.  Fla.;  secre¬ 
tary  to  the  dean  of  students  at  El 
Paso  Community  College;  secre¬ 
tary  to  the  registrar  at  Hannibal- 
LaGrange  College  in  Hannibal,  =■ 
Mo.;  assistant  librarian  at 
Immanuel  Baptist  Christian 
School  in  El  Paso;  and  a  senior 
secretary  in  the  nurse-midwifery 
education  program  at  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Texas  at  El  Paso.  She  also 
made  mission  trips  with  her  hus¬ 
band  to  Brazil  and  Mexico. 

The  Bades  have  one  grown 
daughter. 

The  Balyeats  will  live  .in 
Argentina,  where  he  will  work  in 
sports  evangelism. 

Currently  he  is  coordinator  of 
sports  outreach  for  Dallas  Baptist 
Association  and  was  soccer 
coach/director  of  housing  at  Dal¬ 
las  Baptist  University.  They  are 
members  of  University  Church  in 
Dallas. 

Bom  in  Wichita  Falls,  Texas, 
Balyeat  is  the  son  of  Lloydene 
Balyeat  of  Fort  Worth  and  the  late 


Kent  W.  Balyeat.  His  parents 
were  missionaries  in  Argentina. 
He  grew  up  in  Buenos  Aires, 
Argentina,  and  considers  Dallas 
his  hometown.  ‘  = 

He  received  the  bachelor  of  arts 
degree  ftx)m  Dallas  Baptist  Univer¬ 
sity.  He  also  attended  Garden  City 
(Kan.)  Christian  College  (now 
Garden.City  Community  College); 
Mississippi  College;  and  South¬ 
western  Seminary  in  Fort  Worth. 

He  was  a  soccer  coach  at  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College  and  a  Baptist  Stu¬ 
dent  Union  summer  missionary  in 
Texas. 

Born  in  Lawton,  Okla.,  Mrs. 
Balyeat,  the  former  Deborah  Gray, 
is  the  daughter  of  Lillyam  Barnes 
of  Dallas  and  George  A.  Gray  Jr. 
of  Mesquite,  Texas.  While  grow¬ 
ing  up  she  also  lived  in  Dallas  and 
Managua,  Nicaragua.  She  consid¬ 
ers  Ddlas  her  hometown  and  Uni¬ 
versity  Baptist  her  home  church. 

She  received  the  bachelor  of 
arts  and  master  of  arts  degrees 
from  the  University  of  Texas  at 
Arlington.  She  also  attended  Dal¬ 
las  Baptist  University.  She  was  a 
graduate  assistant  at  Mississippi 
State  University  in  Starkville  and 
a  Spanish  high  school  teacher  at 
Magnolia  Academy  in  Jackson. 
Recently  she  was  a  Spanish  assis¬ 
tant  professor  at  Dallas  Baptist 
University. 

The  Balyeats  have  three 
children. 

The  Beamans  will  live  in  south 
Asia,  where  he  will  start  and 
develop  churches. 

Since  1991  he  has  been  pastor 
of  First  Church  in  Pharr,  Texas. 
He  also  was  a  Home  Mission 
Board  Mission  (HMB)  Service 
Corps  woricer  in  Pharr. 

Bom  in  Indianapolis,  Beaman 
is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daryl 
Beaman  of  Fishers,  Ind.  While 
(See  FMB  on  page  8) 


Missionary  physician  Earl  Hewitt  (right)  addresses  missionary  par¬ 
ents  Oct.  14  at  the  second  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Missionary  Parents 
Fellowship,  the  only  known  group  of  its  kind.  The  fellowship  meets  twice 
yearly  to  provide  a  forum  for  parents  and  grandparents  of  missionaries. 
(BR  special  photo  by  James.  R.  Walker) 

Missionary  parents 
form  unique  group  to 
share  concerns^  pray 

By  James  R.  Walker 


On  Saturday,  Oct.  14,  a  group, 
of  parents  met  at  Camp  Garaywa 
in  Clinton.  What  is  so  unusual 
about  this  group  is  that  it' is  the 
only  known  group  of  its  kind. 

The  Mississippi  Missionary 
Parents  Fellowship  (MMPF)  was 
formed  in  April  1995,  to  give  a 
time  to  missionary  parents  to 
share  their  joys  and  worries, 
pray,  talk  about  their  children, 
and  share  common  concerns. 

At  this  meeting  were  parents 
with  children  or  grandchildren  in 
most  parts  of  the  world,  includ¬ 
ing  Asia,  Africa,  Europe,  and  the 
Americas. 

At  the  bet.  14  meeting,  physi¬ 
cian  and  Southern  Baptist  med¬ 
ical  missionary  B.  Earl  Hewitt  Jr. 
told  of  his  work  since  1988  in 
the  African  nation  of  Ghana. 
Before  that,  he  was  a  medical 
volunteer  in  Nigeria  and  Ghana. 

Hewitt  and  wife  Mona  are 
home  on  medical  leave  for  the 
Sept.  9  birth  of  their  first  child, 
Emily  Claire.  They  expect  to 
return  to  Ghana  in  early  1996. 

Bill  Wakefield  of  the  Southern 


Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board 
(FMB)  also  spoke  to  the  group, 
encouraging  the  group  to  pray 
daily  for  the  FMB.  He  said  the 
FMB  was  aware  of  the  needs  of 
missionary  parents  and  wants  to 
help  in  any  way  they  can. 

New  MMPF  officers  elected 
at  the  October  meeting  include 
Jimmy  Walker  of  Pheba,  chair¬ 
person;  Darlene  Tenney  of  Ray¬ 
mond,  program  chairperson; 
Glen  Williams  of  McComb  and 
Glenda  Braswell  of  Boyle,  secre¬ 
tary-treasurer;  and  Bill  and 
Jeanette  Sellers  of  Brandon, 
prayer  chairpersons. 

The  fellowship  meets  twice 
yearly.  Tentative  dates  for  the 
1996  meetings  are  April  27  and 
Sept.  28. 

For  more  information  on 
MMPF,  contact  Edna  Ellison  in 
the  WMU  Department,  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530;  or  Jimmy  Walker  at 
(601)494-1012. 

Walker  is  pastor  of  Pheba 
Church,  Pheba. 


> 


Bradley  and  I>enora  Beaman  Robert  and  Sally  Bade 


■ 


Pontotoc  Countians 
give  over  $100,000 


Dec.  20,  1994,  is  a  date  that 
Pontotoc  Countians  will  long 
remember.  It  was  on  that  day  that 
the  schools  of  Pontotoc  County 
came  under  attack  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU) 
and  the  People  for  the  American 
Way  (PAW).  It  was  on  Dec.  20 
that  these  two  organizations,  on 
behalf  of  a  parent  in  the  Pontotoc 
County  School  District,  filed  a 
lawsuit  in  the  district’s  federal 
court,  alleging  that  religious  prac¬ 
tices  by  students  in  the  school  dis¬ 
trict  violated  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

Pat  Mounce  is  chairwoman  of 
the  45-person  committee  which 
has  spearheaded  the  drive  to  raise 
$100,000  to  help  pay  the  school 
district’s  legal  expenses  associat¬ 
ed  with  this  lawsuit.  That  goal 
has  been  met  and  exceeded. 

The  Pontotoc  County  School 
District  has  employed  the  law  firm 
of  Tutor,  Henry  and  Edwards  of 
Pontotoc  and  Tupelo,  and  Michael 
Whitehead  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.t,  to 
represent  the  school  district. 

Whitehead  said,  “The  Ponro- 
toc  case  is  one  of  the'  most 
important  religious  liberty  cases 
in  America  today.  The  Pontotoc 
Pipes  said  People  Sharing  Jesus  case  is  frequently  cited  in  con- 
could  be  taught  if  the  leader  only  gressional -hearings  in  Washing- 
had  the  book  and  the  leader’s  ton'and  in  public  policy  debates 
guide  which  together  cost  $21. 

People  Sharing  Jesus  material 


New  Sanctuary 


plaque  of  appreciation  from  pastor  P.J.  Scott  and  the 
congregation.  Committee  members  included  (back 
row,  from  left)  H.  Gene  Phillips,  Glynn  Baker,  Jim 
Davis,  Bob  R.  May,  Tommy  Taylor,  (front  row,  from 
left)  Joe  Smith,  chairman,  Paula  Rikard,  Donna  Brock, 
ana  Charles  Berry.  Not  pictured  is  committee  member 
Teresa  Pettit. 


First  Church,  Olive  Branch,  moved  into  its  new 
1,400-seat  sanctuary  on  Nov.  19.  The  $1.5  million,  2.3 
acre  expansion  includes  the  22,000  square-foot  build¬ 
ing  that  houses  the  sanctuary,  as  well  as  10  new  Sun¬ 
day  School  rooms,  a  library,  an  office  complex,  and  a 
parking  lot.  Members  of  the  Building  2000  Committee, 
planners  of  the  two-year  expansion  project,  accepted  a 


Flexibility  is  key  to  newest 
witness  training  process 


By  Sarah  Zimmerman 

sharing  Christ  is  the  natural  result 
of  that  relationship. 

People  Sharing  Jesus  resources 
include  six  products: 

—  People  Sharing  Jesus  book 
written  by  Robinson.  It  includes 
study  questions  with  each  of  the 
12  chapters. 

—  Leaders’  guide  which 
includes  teaching  outlines,  listener 
guides  for  small  group  discus¬ 
sions,  art  for  use  with  overhead 
projectors,  and^suggested  order  of 
service  few  use  in  worehip  settings. 

—  A  special  Testament 
with  31  devotions  written  by 
Calvin  Miller,  author  arid  profes¬ 
sor  at  Southwestern  Semihary  in 
Fort  Worth.  The  devotions  encour¬ 
age  Christians  to  fulfill  the  biblical 
command  to  be  fishers  of  men. 

The  special  New  Testament 
includes  Psalms,  Proverbs,  and 
outlines  of  Scripture  references 
on  10  issues  ranging  from  failure 
to  self-image.  They  are  also 
marked  with  Scripture  references 
for  four  methods  of  sharing  the 
gospel. 

—  Abridged  audio  version. 
The  two  60-minutc  tapes  are  a 
condensed  version  of  the  book. 

—  Audio  seminar  of  four  90- 
minute  tapes.  Twelve  noted 
speakers  including  Zig  Ziglar, 
Marge  Caldwell,  Bill  Bright, 
Steve  Camp,  and  Roy  Fish  share 
insights  on  each  chapter  of  the 
book.  The  tapes  could  be  used 
as  resource  for  leaders  preparing 
to  teach  the  material  or  they 
could  be  played  during  a  teach¬ 
ing  session. 

—  Media  Kit  with  the  book, 
leader's  guide,  two  posters,  a  bul¬ 
letin  insert,  and  press  release.  It 
also  includes  two  video  tapes 
which  feature  12  10-minute  ses¬ 
sions  with  humorous  vignettes, 
interviews,  and  demonstrations  of 
the  book’s  principles. 

The  materials  range  in  price 
from  $5.99  for  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  to  $1 59.99  for  the  media  kit. 


RIDGECREST  (BP)  —  Flexi¬ 
bility  is  the  key  characteristic  of 
the  newest  witness  training 
process  developed  by  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board 
(HMB)  in  Atlanta. 

Titled  People  Sharing  Jesus, 
the  process  teaches  a  number  of 
witnessing  approaches,  said  Jerry 
Pipes,  HMB  associate  director  of 
personal  evangelism.  It  can  be 
taught  in  a  variety  of  settings,  arid"  * 
the  materials  can  be  adapted  for 
churches  with  smaller  budgets. 

“Seventy-three  percent  of 
Southern  Baptist  churches  are  not 
doing  anything  to  equip- people  in 
personal  evangelism,”  Pipes  said. 
With  People  Sharing  Jesus,  we’ve 
tried  to  give  them  what  they’ve 
asked  for  and  something  that  will 
fit  into  their  existing  church 
structure. 

“People  Sharing  Jesus  equips 
congregations  to  share  Christ 
wbm  they  live,  work,  and  play,” 
Pipes  said.  “Christians  learn  to 
sense  where  the  other  person  is  and 
share  Christ  at  their  point  of  need.” 

Based  on  a  newly  published 
book  by  Darrell  Robinson,  HMB 
vice  president  for  evangelism,  the 
process  is  relational  and  inten¬ 
tional.  Participants  are  taught  to 
develop  relationships  with  non- 
Christians  and  to  make  a  point  of 
sharing  Christ  with  them. 

"This  is  a  tool  to  help  you  wit¬ 
ness  according  to  your  own  gift¬ 
edness  and  personality  type  and 
the  n^  of  the  perwn  with  whom 
you’re  sharing,”  Robinson  said. 

The  process  can  be  taught  in 
small-group  discussions,  retreat 
settings,  worship  services,  a  semi¬ 
nar  series,  or  individual  studies. 

Participants  learn  to  share 
Christ  by  using  evangelistic  tracts, 
an  illustration  that  demonstrates 
how  sin  separates  people  from 
Ood,  ^ripture  from  John  3,  and 
their  personal  testimony.  They  are 
also  taught  the  importance  of  an 
intimate  walk  with  Christ  and  that 


New  Colo,  partnership 
already  stirs  requests 


mplementing  People  Sharing  Mississippi  Baptists  will  inau-  1(X)- 150  needy  families, 

esus  in  Mississippi,  contact  gurate  a  new  three-year  partner-  —  Hesperus  Church  is  seeking 
ames  Fancher,  consultant  in  the  ship  with  the  Colorado  Baptist  one  or  two  people  to  develop  a 
svangelism  department  of  the  General  Convention,  beginning  in  ministry  of  worship  and  qlso 
Mississippi  Bmitist' Convention  January  1996.  Colorado  Baptists  develop  a  ministry  to  youth  and 
3oard,  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  have  r^uested  assistance  with  the  college  students.  Housing  is  pro- 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  following  projects:  vided. 

601)  968-3800,  or  toll-free  out-  —  Southeast  Mission  is  in  —  First  Southern  Church  of 

ride  Jackson  (800)  748-165 1 .  need  of  a  van  for  collecting  food-  Cortez  is  seeking  a  staff  person  to 
Zimmerman  writes  for  stuffs  that  are  distributed  as  a  manage  music,  youth,  and/or  edu- 
(IMB.  part  of  their  weekly  ministry  to  cation  programs  for  four  months 

Mor  more.  This  is  a  need  that  must 

be  met  as  soon  as  possible.  Hous¬ 
ing  assistance  is  provided. 

—  Fountain  Valley  Church  is 
seeking  someone  to  help  begin  a 
ministry  to  3,000  Filipinos  living 
in  the  Colorado  Springs  area. 
Some  financial  assistance  may  be 
available. 

—  Liberty  Church  is  seeking  a 
lay  pastor  (couple)  to  serve  six 
months,  involving  visitation, 
preaching,  and  Bible  teaching. 
Apartment  is  {xovided. 

—  Flagler  Christian  Confer¬ 
ence  Center  is  seeking  an  active 
retired  couple  to  serve  as  directors, 
involving  ^usekeeping  and  main¬ 
tenance.  Couple  should  have  man- 

Jerry  Pipes  (seated,  center)  associate  director  of  personal  evangelism  agement  and  maintenance  skills, 
for  the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  in  Atlanta,  visited  the  Bap-  Term  of  service  could  last  from 
tist  Building  in  Jackson  recently  to  explain  the  new  People  Sharing  Jesus  six  months  to  two  years.  Housing 
witness  training  procedure  to  Mississippi  Baptists  interested  in  imple-  is  provided, 
menting  the  program.  Present  at  the  mectino  were  (standing,  from  (eft)  For  more  information  on  these 
David  Mitchefi,  pastor  of  Van  Winkle  Church,  Jackson;  Sonny  Adkins,  pas-  needs  and  on  Mississippi  partner- 
tor  of  Forest  Church,  Forest;  Bill  Jaggar  of  first  Church,  Philadelphia;  ship  projects  in  gener^,  contact 
Jerry  Mixon,  pastor  of  Rocky  Creek  C)hurch,  Lucedale;  Ron  Kirkland,  pas-  Bill  Hardy,  partnership  coordina¬ 
tor  of  First  Church,  Amory;  Jerry  Sullivan,  pastor  of  first  Church,  Raleigh;  tor  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 


J.  Garland  McKee  retires  after 
five  years  in  Evangelism  Dept. 


J.  Garland  McKee  decided  long 
ago  that  “the  greatest  demonstra¬ 
tion  of  selfishness  for  a  Christian  is 
to  be  satisfied  to  go  to  heaven  by 
himself/'  he  said. 

If  that  sounds  like  the  kind  of 
thing  a  person  who  witnesses  for 
Jesus  on  a  regular  Basis  would  say, 
you’re  right. 

McKee  retires  this  month  as 
director  of  evangelism  for  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
where  he  has  served  since  January 
1991.  But  long  befOTe  that,  McKee 
had  made  a  promise  to  himself  and 
to  the  Lord. 

The  promise  was  to  bear  a  ver¬ 
bal  witness  to  at  least  one  admitted 
lost  person  every  day  for  the  rest  of, 
his  life.  He  made  that  promise  in ' 
December  of  1959,  to  begin  the 
following  January. 

Since  then,  “I  have  missed  about  . 
70  days  in  36  years.  I  was  sick  a 
few  days,  been  in  some  places 
where  I  couldn’t  speak  the  lan¬ 
guage,  and,”  he  add^  “I  just  flat 
forgot  same  days.” 

In  1959,  McKee  was  a  29-year- 
old  pastor  in  Houston,  Texas.  “I 
came  to  realize  diat  lost  peof^  do 
not  go  to  church,”  he  said.  “I  also 
four^  by  our  people  going  out  in 
outreach,  seekmg  to  witness  to  lost 
people...  that  in  about  65%  of  the 
homes,  nobody  was  home.” 

However,  McKee  observed  that 
people  were  everywhere  else. 
That’s  when  he  made  the  commit-' 
ment  to  witness  every  day. 

‘T  really  do  believe  that  Jesus 
wants  everybody  saved,”  he  said, 
and  that  “a  person  without  Jesus 
Christ  is  going  to  an  everlasting 
hell.  That’s  been  my  motivation.” 

McKee  knows  he’s  in  a  statisti¬ 
cal  minority  group.  “Ninety-five 
percent  of  all  Southern  Baptists 
have  not  once  borne  a  verbal  y/it- 
ness  to  an  admitted  lost  person. 
The  Home  Mission  Board  has 
done  surveys  —  that’s  the  samp¬ 
ling,’^  said:^ '  - 

Akhough  few  have  accepted 
Christ  on  the  spot,  McKee  said  that 
out  of  more  than  13,000  people  in 
more  than  40  states  and  a  number 
of  foreign  countries,  there  have 
been  only  about  20  who  have  not 
allowed  him,  once  he  began  the 
witness,  to  complete  the  witness. 

One  man  in  Hattiesburg  was 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

filling  his  car  with  gas  as  McKee 
asked,  “Sir,  are  you  a  Christian? 
Have  you  ever  given  your  heart 
to  Jesus?” 

The  man’s  response  was,  “No, 
sir,  I  haven’t,  but  I’ve  thought 
about  it  and  I  have  had  people  talk 
about  it” 

“I  gave  him  my  one  minute  wit¬ 
ness  and  asked  him  if  he  would  be 
willing  to  give  his  heart  to  Jesus 
right  there,”  said  Me  Kee. 

The  man  said  yes.  “Standing 
there  with  my  hand  on  his  shoul¬ 
der,  I  led  him  in  the  sinner’s 
prayer,”  said  McKee.  Then  a 
woman  approached  and  said  that 
she  was  the  man’s  fiancee  and  was 
already  a  Christian  and  that  she 
was  very  happy  that  he  is  now. 

“The  min^t  of  our  bom  again 
Baptist  people  in  the  pews  is  ‘(%,  I 
can’t  do  th^  I’d  be  rejected,’”  said 
McKee. 

“What  I’m  saying  is  that  if  Gar¬ 
land  never  proves  anything  else,  I 
have  proven  that  is  a  he  right  out  oS 
the  pits  of  hell  that  Satan  is  using  to 
keep  our  Christian  people  pinned  to 
their  padded  pews  rather  than 
unlea^  die  power  of  the  Holy  Spir¬ 
it  out  whoe  the  lost  people  are.” 

McKee  said  that  one  of  his 
emphases  in  evangelism  is  to  chal¬ 
lenge  others  to  witness.  At  this 
point  more  than  8,000  Mississippi 
Baptists  have  made  a  commitment 
to  bear  a  verbal  witness  on  a  daily, 
weekly.  Of  monthly  basis. 

He  said  he  feels  the  Witness 
Involvement  Now  schools  are  the 


McKee 


best  way  to  teach  Christians  how  to 
witness.  These  schools  can  be 
scheduled  in  any  church  or  associa- 
tional  group. 

“What  I  did  as  a  pastor  and 
sou^t  to  do  since  I’ve  been  in  this 
position,”  said  McKee,  “is  to  seek 
to  give  them  (Baptists)  confidence 
by  training  them  —  giving  them 
tools  with  which  to  work  and 
encourage  them  to  remember  that 
saving  a  soul  is  the  work  solely  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  We  are  not  soul 
winners,  we  are  wimesses,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  be  an  unsuccessful 
witness.” 

McKee,  a  Greenville  native,  is  a 
graduate  of  Ole  Miss  and  earned 
the  master  of  divinity  degree  from 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth. 

He  has  been  pastor  of  churches 
in  Texas  and  Louisiana,  including 
-  Istrouma  Church  in  Baton  Rouge, 
and  Fust  Church,  Peatiand,  Texas. 
He  came  to  the  convention  board 
from  the  position  of  evangelism 
director  for  the  Union  Association 
in  Houston. 

McKee’s  wife  June  is  an 
accomplished  pianist,  and  their 
son  Gil  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
West  Plains,  Mo. 

After  retirement,  McKee  plans 
to  continue  preaching  and  to  do 
more  person^  witnessing,  and  to 
“play  a  lot,”  he  said.  He  said  he 
likes  tennis,  table  tennis,  and  golf. 

He  said  if  he  had  10  more  years 
as  evangelism  director,  he  would 
“seek  to  lead  in  sowing  down  Mis¬ 
sissippi  with  verbal  witnesses. 
Some  would  say  Garland’s  going 
to  seed  over  this.  1  was  there  in 
1976  when  we  said  we  Southern 
Baptists  are  going  to  see  to  it  that 
every  person  in  the  world  has  a  wit¬ 
ness,”  he  said.  “We  all  knew  the 
only  way  we’d  ever  make  an  inden¬ 
tation  was  going  to  be  one-on-one.” 
■■--McKee  said  he  considers  his  42 
years  of  pftafclnng  “a  blessed  privi¬ 
lege.”  But  in  noting  that  the  last 
recorded  words  of  Jesus  were  “Ye  . 
shall  be  my  witnesses,”  McKee 
said,  “This  must  be  the  greatest 
blessing  of  my  life  —  that  I  sought 
to  be  obedient  to  Jesus  in  doing  that 
which  he  last  spoke  before  he 
ascended  to  glory.” 

Nicholas  is  director,  MBCB 
Office  of  Communication. 


Offering  gtml  surpassed 

hfe&is^pr  Baf^sts  have  exceed  their  g<^  far  gill;  to  thriUMr- 
garet  L^^  State  Miston  Offern^,  acco^ing  to  Ma;^aa  I^lter- 
ex&nittve  director  of  the  MissTssisti  Woman’s  Missaonaiy 
Uaipn.  (xomotes  the  giving  Tk  19®  gpal  fmr  tte  offer¬ 


ing  was  $705,350.  Recei; 
Mosey  collected  tinoogh  li 
ministries  in  the  stale 
cttnpe  Gas^aai^  Ceidrg 
other  prison  mtalsaiee,;  jpj 
an 


through  Dec.  18  totalled  $715.51(8- 
spec^  ^feriog  Boee  toward  fiaaariog 
nnishppt,  operatitm  of 


Six  faculty  members  will 
leave  Southern  Seminary 


LOUISVILLE  (ABP)  —  Six 
faculty  members  have  announced 
resignations  from  Southern  Semi¬ 
nary  this  fall,  with  some  departures 
effective  this  month  and  c^ers  to 
be  effective  in  the  spring. 

The  six  are: 

—  David  Dockery,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  for  academic  administration 
and  professor  of  theology,  who  will 
become  jnesident  of  Union  UnivCT- 
sity  in  Jackson,  Tenn.,  in  May. 

—  Janet  Spressart,  acting  dean 
of  the  Carver  School  of  Church 
Social  Work,  who  will  become 
associate  professor  of  social  work 
at  Roberts  Wesleyan  College  in 
Rochester,  N.Y.,  after  this  acade¬ 
mic  year. 

—  David  D’Amico,  professor  of 
evangelism,  who  has  b^n  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  Cooperative  Baptist  Fel¬ 
lowship  to  serve  as  a  missionary  to 
the  diplomatic  community  in  New 
Yorir.City,  effective  soon  after  the 
fust  of  the  year. 

—  John  Hendrix,  professor  of 
Christiari  education,  who  has 
been  called  as  pastor  of  North- 
side  Church  in  Clinton,  Miss., 
effective  Jan.  1. 

—  Mary  Alice  Seals,  assistant 
professor  of  church  music,  who 
will  become  associate  professor  of 
church  music  and  assistant  to  the 
dean  at  Gardner-Webb  Uiwversi- 
ty’s  divinity  school,  effective  in 
January. 

—  Rebecca  Russell,  assistant 
professor  of  church  music,  who 
resigned  at  the  beginning  of  this 
academic  year  and  now  |s  teaching 
at  the  University  of  Kentucky. 

Spressart’s  resignation  could 
have  the  most  immediate  impact 
on  students,  since  she  is  one  of 
only  two  full-time  faculty  mem¬ 
bers  remaining  in  the  Carver 
School.  Seminary  trustees  have 


NOBTS  trustees  elect  Billy  Smith  interim  president 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  The 
trustee  executive  committee  of 
New  Orleans  Seminary  unani¬ 
mously  elected  Provost  Billy  K. 
Smith  as  interim  president  Dec.  12 
following  a  resignation  announce¬ 
ment  from  Landrum  P.  Leavell  II, 
the  seminary’s  interim  president 
since  Dec.  31,  1994. 

Leavell,  president  of  New 
Orleans  Seminary  since  January 
1975,  originally  announced  his 
retirement  to  the  seminary’s  trus¬ 
tee  executive  committee  Dec.  13, 
1994,  with  an  effective  date  of 
Dec.  31,  1994,  but  subsequently 
agreed  to  the  committee’s  request 
to  remain  as  interim  president. 
Leavell  and  his  wife  Jo  Ann 


moved  to  a  new  home  in  Wichita 
Falls,  Texas,  at  the  end  of  March. 
They  have  made  regular  trips  back 
to  the  seminary  campus  through¬ 
out  the  academic  year.  Leavell 
will  officiate  at  the  seminary’s 
mid-session  commencement  ser¬ 
vice  Dec.  15. 

“Words  cannot  express  how 
much  all  of -us  love  and  appreciate 
Dr,  Leavell,"  said  Edward  D. 
Johnson,  NOBTS  trustee  chairman 
and  pastor  of  the  First  Church  in 
Ocala,  Fla.  “We  wish  him  the  very 
best  in  his  retirement  and  hope  he 
will  be  a  frequent  visitor  to  the 
seminary  campus.” 

Leavell,  who  was  named  pro¬ 
fessor  emeritus  of  evangelism  in 


March,  will  be  named  president 
emeritus  during  the  March  1996 
trustee  meeting. 

“I  think  Dr.  Smith  was  the  nat¬ 
ural  choice  as  provost  to  lead  us 
during  this  interim  period,"  John¬ 
son  said.  “We  are  very  excited  that 
he  has  accepted  this  responsibility, 
and  we  believe  that  our  seminary 
will  be  in  great  shape  as  we  go 
into  a  new  year.” 

“1  am  committed  to  seeing  the 
seminary  through  this  time  of  tran¬ 
sition.”  Smith  said.  “At  this  point  I 
feel  that  is  my  responsibility.  The 
response  of  the  faculty  has  been 
very  affirming  and  encouraging.” 

Smith  has  served  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary  since  1976.  A 


professor  of  Old  Testament  and 
Hebrew  and  former  chairman  of 
the  division  of  biblical  studies,  he 
was  named  vice  president  for  aca¬ 
demic  affairs  in  March  1992.  Later 
the  same  year  he  was  named 
provost  and  academic  dean  of  (he 
graduate  faculty. 

Before  becoming  a  professor. 
Smith  was  a  pastor  for  20  years, 
serving  churches  in  Louisiana. 
Mississippi,  and  Texas:  Charpen- 
tier  Baptist  Mission,  Montegut, 
La.,  1954-57;  Society  Hill 
Church,  Oakdale.  1957-59; 
Monte  Sano  Church,  Baton 
Rouge.  La..  1 959-65;  First  Church, 
Homer.  La..  1965-71;  and  First 
Church,  Alvin.  Texas.  1971-76. 


voted  to  discontinue  the  master  of 
social  work  degree  program, 
which  is  the  primary  degree 
offered  in  the  Carver  School. 

The  seminary’s  administration 
has  been  seeking  to  transfer  that 
degree  program  to  another  Baptist 
institution,  but  no  deal  has  yet  been 
struck.  After  this  spring,  24  stu¬ 
dents  will  remain  in  the  Carver 
School  lacking  onl^  one  year  of 
study  to  complete  their  degrees. 

A  primary  concern  of  these 
remaining  students  is  whether  the 
master  of  social  work  degree  pro¬ 
gram  will  retain  its  accreditation 
by  the  Council  on  Social  Work 
Education. 

Spressart  said  her  resignation 
will  not  be  the  sole  determining 
factor  in  that  accrediting  decision, 
but  could  be  one  factor.  “It’s  going 
to  be  a  total  picture.  They  will  be 
looking  at  an  array  of  things;  How 
many  students  will  be  here?  Who  is 
on  board  to  provide  leadership? 
What  kind  of  educational  plan  is 
available  for  the  students?” 

Dec.  28-29 
Youth  Conf. 
set  for  MC 

The  Missi.ssippi  Baptist  Youth 
Evangelism  Conference  will  be 
held  Dec.  28-29  at  the  Mi.ssissippi 
College  Coliseum  in  Clinton. 

Registration  will  begin  at  noon 
on  Dec.  28".  the  conference  will 
begin  at  2  p.m. 

East  to  West.  Christian  music 
duo,  will  appear  in  concert  on 
Dec.  28  at  7:45  p.m. 

The  conference  will  conclude  at 
3  p.m.  on  Friday,  Dec.  29. 

Bill  Jones,  of  Columbia,  S.C., 
will  be  speaker  for  the  event.  Jones 
is  executive  director  of  Crossover 
Communications  International 
missions  organization,  and  a  noted 
author  and  speaker. 

Images  Creative  Group  will 
lead  worship  music.  Images  is  a 
trio  of  three  performers  who  will 
combine  comedy,  drama,  and 
music  to  portray  biblical  principles 
with  a  contemporary  twist. 

Registration  is  $5  at  the  dtx>r. 
Sponsored  by  the  Evangelism 
Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  the 
Youth  Evangelism  Conference  is 
open  to  any  individual  or  church 
group.  For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  the  Evangelism  Department  at 
(601)  968-3800.  or  toll-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson.  (800!  748-1651 


Miss,  partnership  team  first  of  many  to  Venezuela 


Maracaibo,  Venezuela,  is  called 
the  hottest  city  in  South  America 
—  but  at  95  in  the  shade,  it’s  just 
an  average  summer  day  for  visitors 
firom  Mi^issippi. 

That  doesn’t  mean  the  group  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  directors  of 
missions,  who  conducted  a  series 
of  evangelistic  crusades  in  Mara¬ 
caibo  in  November,  didn’t  notice 
the  heat.  They  got  hot  and  tired, 
walking  down  the  streets  witness¬ 
ing  every  day  with  Venezuelan 
Baptist  volunteers,  and  then 
preaching  nightly  across  metropol¬ 
itan  Maracaibo. 

The  results  of  the  crusades 
more  than  made  up  for  their  weari¬ 
ness.  The  eight  Mississippi  minis¬ 
ters,  along  with  31  Missouri  lay 
people;  dozens  of  Venezuelans; 
and  a  group  of  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries,  reported  1,300  pro¬ 
fessions  of  faith  in  nine  days. 

The  Nov.  3-13  trip  by  the  Mis- 
sissippians  served  as  a  kick-off  for 
the  th^-year  missions  partnership 
between  Mississippi  and 


Bill  Duncan  (left),  director  of 
rrfissions  for  Clay,  Lowndes,  and 
Oktibbeha  associations,  shares  his 
testimony  with  a  Venezuelan 
woman.  Before  he  went  on  the 
Maracaibo  crusade,  Duncan  asked 
Aurora  Nunez,  a  Venezuelan  gradu¬ 
ate  student  at  Mississippi  State 
University,  to  translate  his  testimo¬ 
ny  into  Spanish.  Duncan  met  Nunez 
during  a  Spanish  Bible  study  at 
International  Friendship  House  in 
Columbus,  Miss. 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

Venezuela  Baptists,  which  will 
begin  in  Jan.  19%. 

Coordinator  of  the  evangelistic 
project  and  the  upcoming  pjutner- 
ship  is  Dave  Browder,  a  mission¬ 
ary  usually  assigned  to  church 
development  with  an  emphasis  on 
deaf  w(Hk:. 

He  said  most  of  his  time  will  be 
going  toward  the  partnership,  with 
die  inherent  difficuldes  of  bringing 
people  and  projects  together. 

The  Mississippi-based  coordi¬ 
nator  is  Bill  Hardy,  director  of 
partnership  missions  for  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
in  Jackson. 

Mississippi  and  Missouri  volun¬ 
teers  were  scattered  across  the  city 
of  Maracaibo,  which  has  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  more  than  two  million  peo¬ 
ple'.  There  are  38  churches  in  the 
local  association,  and  many  of  the 
churches  operate  missions  and 
preaching  points. 

The  churches  meet  under  the 
widest  variety  of  conditions,  from 
air  conditioned  buildings  with  a 
good  sound  system,  to  a  concrete 
block  building  with  a  plastic  patio 
cover,  to  a  front  yard. 

One  of  the  missions,  meeting  in 
the  mission  pastor’s  home,  had  a 
slight  disturbance  not  likely  to  be 
repeated  in  Mississippi.  A  dog 
chased  a  two-foot  long,  bright- 
green  iguana  through  the  living 
room/sanctuary,  out  the  front  door, 
and  into  some  bushes. 

A  big  departure  from  the  mis¬ 
sion  team’s  hon>e  visitation  was  a 
baseball  clinic  for  75-100  boys  led 
by  Eddie  Hamilton,  director  of 
missions  for  Metro  Association 
and  a  former  coach  in  Tishomingo 
County. 

^  “f  showed  some  hitting  tech¬ 
niques.  They  wanted  to  know  how 
to  throw  a  curve,  slider,  and  a  cir¬ 
cle  change,”  he  said. 

Hamilton  witnessed  to  the 
young  men,  who  were  from  late 
teens  to  early  20s  in  age,  and  gave 
illustrations  about  major  league 
ball  players  who  were  Christians. 

He  told  of  Frank  Pollard,  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Jackson,  baptizing 
major  league  baseball  pitcher  Orel 
Hersheiser  and  Frank  Thomas, 


Veteran  Venezuelan  missionary  Buck  Smith  (left)  visits  with  Francisco 
Andrade  (center)  and  Don  Wilson  prior  to  services  at  Los  Guayabitos,  a 
church  located  about  an  hour’s  drive  east  of  Maracaibo.  Andrade  is  pastor. 
Wilson,  director  of  the  Missions  Extension  and  Associational  Administra¬ 
tion  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  was  one  of 
eight  Mississippians  conducting  November  revival  crusades  in  the  Mara¬ 
caibo  area.  (Photoa  by  Tim  Nicholas) 


pastor  of  Alta  Woods  Church, 
Jackson,  baptizing  Ned  Yost, 
bullpen  coach  for  the  Atlanta 
Braves. 

Ten  of  the  young  people  in  the 
clinic  made  professions  of  faith. 

“Almost  every  teenage  athlete 
in  Venezuela  dreams  of  playing  in 
the  major  leagues,”  said  Hamilton. 
Sports  clinics  and  demonstration 
teams  are  “a  fantastic  way  of 
reaching  youth  for  Christ,”  he  said. 

The  Venezuela  Baptists  were 
joyous  and  energetic.  The  people 
to  whom  the  Americans  wimessed 
virtually  always  were  gracious  in 
listening.  That  made  the  street  visi¬ 
tation  easier  for  the  Mississippians, 
who  were  a  distinct  novelty  in 
most  neighborhoods. 

However,  communication  was 
not  always  easy.  Joe  Abel,  director 
of  missions  for  Leake  Association, 
said  it  was  a  different  kind  of  wit¬ 
ness. 

“I  speak  no  Spanish  and  went 
(visiting)  several  days  with  people 
who  spoke  no  English,”  he  said. 
Despite  that  seeming  barrier,  “sev¬ 
eral  were  won  to  Jesus,”  he  said. 

In  Venezuela,  barriers  were 
broken,  burned,  and  their  ashes 
scattered.  The  Mississippians,  first 
among  those  expected  to  visit  in 
connection  with  the  new  p^rtner- 


Bill  Smith  (left),  director  of  missions  for  Lee  Association,  preaches  in 
a  home  church  in  the  barrio  Carabobo  in  Maracaibo.  The  house  church  is 
a  mission  of  Redemption  Baptist  Church,  which  has  two  missions  and  is 
planning  two  more.  Translating  for  Smith  is  Gene  Kimler,  a  long-time  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Venezuela.  During  this  Sunday  morning  service,  a  dog  chased  a 
two-foot-long,  bright  green  iguana  through  the  house. 


ship,  returned  home  convinced  that 
noting  can  stand  between  dedicat¬ 
ed  Christians  and  a  people  hungry 
for  the  gospel. 

For  more  information  on  the 
MississippiA'enezuela  Partnership 
and  other  partnership  projects, 
contact  Bill  Hardy,  partnership 


coordinator  of  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Board,  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone;  (601)  968-3800,  or 
toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 
748-1651. 

Nicholas  is  director,  MBCB 
Office  of  Communication. 


Mississippians  return  from  Venezuela 
with  warm  memories  of  mission  trip 


Eddie  Hamilton,  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  for  Metro  Association  said 
while  preaching  in  Venezuela  that 
he’d  been  giving  out  candy  all 
week  to  the  kids.  “The  last  night 
there  were  150  children  with  their 
hands  outstretched,”  said  Hamilton 

—  except  for  one  little  girl.  “She 
had  a  gift  in  her  hand,”  he  said.  It 
was  a  piece  of  cactus  fruit  for  him. 

Each  Mississippi  visitor  brought 
home  memories  of  the  wonderful 
experiences  they  had  —  pictures 
they  carry  in  their  hearts  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  they  met  and  with  whom  they 
wcHiced. 

Don  Stanfill,  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  for  Marshall  Association,  said 
“I  can  still  see  that  real  hunger  for 
help  and  hunger  for  the  Word  of 
the  Lord.  It’s  very  much  like  other 
places  that  I’ve  been.  There’s  a 
tremendous  need  —  especially 
there  needs  to  be  a  good  follow  up 
program  to  the  evangelism  done 
there  to  make  sure  it’s  lasting.” 

Bobby  Waggoner,  director  of 
missions  for  Attala  Association, 
said  he  pictures  Joachim  Alvarado, 
a  man  whose  wife  had  been  {Hay¬ 
ing  for  27  years  that  he  would 
become  a  CImstian. 

“He  was  saved  and  is  now  |)as- 
toring  for  a  year  (at)  the  Church  of 
the  Restoration.  He  will  retire  and 
go  there  full  time,”  Waggoner  said. 

Church  of  the  Restoration  is 
currently  an  o{)en-air  ()avilion  with 
a  baptistry,  but  Waggoner  said 
Alvaiado  has  a  vision  for  a  medical 
and  child  care  facility  and  a  vast 
ministry. 

Don  Wilson,  director  of  the 
Missions  Extension  and  Associa¬ 
tional  Administration  Department 
of  the  Mississippi  BafHist  Conven- 

-  tion  Board,  pictures  a  woman  who 


was  widowed  five  years  ago  when 
her  baby  was  1 3  days  old. 

“She  raised  three  children  alone 
these  five  years.  I  talked  with  her 
about  the  plan  of  salvation,  that 
Jesus  loves  us,”  said  Wilson. 

The  woman  told  him,  “I’ve 
always  known  that  somebody  was 
watching  out  after  me.  Nobody  has 
ever  told  me  before  that  Jesus  loves 
me.  I  want  him  to  be  my  Savicff.” 

She  made  a  profession  of  faith 
and  asked  the  interpreter  to  go  with 
her  the  next  day  to  meet  some  of 
her  friends,  Wilson  said. 

Eddie  Hamilton  sees  witnesses 
for  Jesus.  “One  of  the  most  com¬ 
mitted  women  I  met  was  a  young 
mother  about  (age)  30  who  had 
seven  children  and  lived  in  a  20  x 
20-foot  tin  building  with  no  door  on 
it.  Her  husband  was  in  prison  for 
armed  robbery  and  for  beating  her, 
but  she  had  one  of  the  most  b^uti- 
ful  smiles  and  testimonies.  She  wit¬ 


nessed  with  us  all  four  days  we 
were  in  that  community,”  he  said.  '• 

Bill  Duncan,  director  of  nais- 
sions  for  Clfty,  Lowndes,  and 
Oktibbeha  Associations,  said,  “The 
impression  I  came  back  with'Was 
that  we  have  many  dedicated, 
effective  missionaries  who  planted 
their  lives  down  there  but-are  limit¬ 
ed  with  resources  at  a  very  critical 
time  in  the  life  of  that  country. 

’T  came  back  with  a  tremendous 
burden  for  giving  the  financia]  su[>- 
{xnt  that  would  help  them  accom¬ 
plish  the  mission  they  must  do,” 
Duncan  said. 

For  more  information  on  the 
Mississi[>piA^enezuela  Partnership 
and  other  (jartnership  [>rojects,  con¬ 
tact  Bill  Hardy,  {)artnership  coordi¬ 
nator  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  P.C).  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Tele- 
{jhone:  (601)  968-3800,  or  toll-free 
outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


Eddie  Hamilton  (left),  director  of  missions  for  Metro  Association, 
preaches  an  English-ianguage  sermon  at  La  Fe  Baptist  Church,  whiie 
Arrdrea  Negro  transiates  into  Spanish.  The  North  Americans  utilized  trans¬ 
lators  in  order  to  communicate  with  the  Spanish-speaking  Venezueians. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Med  teams  restricted 

Editor: 

We  received  word  at  our  Octo¬ 
ber  Executive  Committee  meeting 
that  we  can  no  longer  request 
medical/dental  teams  from  the 
U.S.  This  iq)plies  to  all  of  Brazil. 
Brazilian  law  will  not  permit  a 
foreign  doctor  or  dentist  to  prac¬ 
tice  unless  a  Brazilian  doctor  or 
dentist  is  present,  with  the  Brazil¬ 
ian  making  all  decisions.  Medical 
personnel  can  come  to  teach  at  a 
university  medical/dental  school 
or  to  train  nurses  and  medical 
staff  at  hospitals. 

A  construction/evangelism 
team  is  coming  May  23-31.  They 
will  do  some  electrical  work  and 
painting  at  our  camp  and  some  of 
our  churches.  They  will  stay  at 
our  camp  and  will  make  evange¬ 
listic  visits  in  the  afternoons  and 
preach  in  some  of  our  newest 
churches  at  night. 

I  would  like  to  share  a  few 
facts  with  you  so  you  will  under¬ 
stand  more  about  the  state  where 
we  are  working.  According  to 
government  figures,  55.5%  of  the 
population  of  Piaui  live  below  the 
poverty  level.  There  are  1.5  mil¬ 
lion  Piauienses  living  in  extreme 
poverty;  46.6%  of  the  population 
is  illiterate;  22%  of  the  children 
between  the  ages  of  10  and  14  do 
not  attend  school;  56.2%  of  the 
population  earns  less  than  $30  a 
month;  10%  of  the  population 
keeps  50%  of  the  wealth  produced 
in  Piaui.  In  Teresina,  our  state 
capital,  the  population  is  over 
600,000.  There  are  158  slums  and 
villas  in  existence.  We  have  19 


organized  churches  and  eight  mis¬ 
sions  in  Teresina.  Our  state  con¬ 
vention  has  a  total  of  39  churches. 
Six  career  missionaries  and  one 
International  Service  Corp  volun¬ 
teer  serve  our  state,  which  has  a 
population  of  approximately  3.25 
million  people.  We  have  lots  of 
work  to  do! 

Don’t  forget  to  give  Jesus  a 
present  this  Christmas.  It  is  his 
birthday  we  are  celebrating.  Help 
us  reach  the  $100  million  Lottie 
Moon  Christnnas  Offering  goal.  I 
know  we  need  it  down  here  in 
Brazil,  and  I’m  sure  missionaries 
from  idl  over  the  world  would  say 
the  same  thing. 

Vic  and  Sharon  Johnston 

SBC  missionaries 

Teresina,  Brazil 

k* 

We’re  missing  out 

Editor: 

I’m  not  surprised,  but  very  dis¬ 
appointed  to  read  of  the  firing  of 
Charles  and  Sharon  Carroll,  I^B 
(Foreign  Mission  Board)  mission¬ 
aries  to  Singapore.  Their  work 
there  was  certainly  a  testimony  of 
being  under  God’s  mantle  of 
blessing.  Their  fruitful  ministry 
will  continue,  however,  and  it  will 
go  on  to  bless  others  and  be 
instrumental  in  harvesting  souls 
for  the  kingdom  with  or  without 
-the  blessing  of  the  FMB. 

Unfortunately  though,  this 
careless  act  by  Jerry  Rankin, 
FMB  president,  is  not  atypical 
decision-making  by  the  religious 
hierarchy  within  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  Mr.  Rankin 
is  quoted  in  the  article  as  saying 


V  Broadway  Tickets  Make  * 
Great  Stocking  Stutters! 


tllSIVilNia!  AllGlRWV 


SEVEN  BRIDES  FOR 
SEVEN  BROTHERS 


TUES,  JANUARY  16 


TUES.  &  WED.,  FEB.  13  &  14 


PRESENTED  BY 
W.  KESSLER  LTD. 

ALL  PERFORMANCES  AT  7:30  P.M. 
THALIA  MARA  HALL 

(Jackson  Municipal  Auditorium) 

FOR  TICKETS  CALL  981-1847 


Building  pays  off 


Editor:  .  Emily  that  the  bunding  was  not 

This  letter  is  to  say  thank  you  most  iinportant  thing  that  the 
to  the  group  that  came  to  Argenti-  church  received  from  the  team.  It 
na  Nov.  7i-i7-to  do  construction  was  their  love  and  willingness  to 
work  on  the  Monte  Chujgolo  Bap-  ^crifice  in  order  to  do  something 
tist  Church.  They  made  us  pnaud  for  the  L,ord.  Emily  .told  them 
not  only  to  be  [Southern  Baptist]  about  a  feeding  project  that  needr 
missionaries  but  to  be  missionar-  some  minor  construction  and 
ies  from  Mississippi.  In  eight  asked  if  he  thought  the  church 
days,  four  of  which  were  partly  would  like  to  put  what  they  had 
(ost  to  rain,  the  team  almost  learned  into  action.  With  tears  in 
bricked  a  two-story  structure  with  I**.*  eyes,  Nestor  said,  “Yes,  I 
a  stairway.  The  people  were  think  we  would.  ’ 
impressed  with  their  work,  but  These  are  bur  examples  of  what 

even  more  so  with  their  testimo-  happened  because  Mississippi 
ny.  Thank  you  Bobby  Perry,  the  Baptists  cared  enough  to  put  feet 
Gulf  Coast  Baptist  Association,  their  prayers  and  make  a  differ- 
and  Mississippi  Baptists.  ence.  If  you  want  to  know  more 

Let  me  share  with  you  three  about  your  work  in  Argentina,  we 
results  of  the  trip.  Across  the  street  ^an  be  reached  at  Bolanos  141; 
from  the  church  was  another  1^®^  Capital  Federal;  Argentina, 
building  project.  After  two  days,  I’Y  /ax  at  011-541-636-2231  or  e- 
the  foreman  of  that  project  mail  at:  green@udmbauti.org.ar. 
crossed  the  street  to  admire  the  Al  and  Emily  Green 

team’s  work.  He  said  that  he  had  Mississippi  FMB  missionaries 

never  seen  work  being  done  so  .  r  i  j 

fast,  yet  better  than  what  you  usu-  PBSSing  Ot  3.  l63Q6r 
ally  see  in  Argentina.  He  asked, 

“How  are  they  doing  it?”  A  Editor; 

The  translation  of  Herschel 
Hobbs  silences  the  voice  of  mod¬ 
eration  among  us.  He  served 
effectively  as  pastor,  president  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
and  as  radio  preacher.  Perhaps  his 
most  significant  work  was  serving 
as  chairman  of  the  committee  that 
re-wrote  The  Baptist  Faith  and 
Message,  it  was  my  privilege  to 
ser\'e  as  a  member  of  the  commit- 


Pews.  pulpits.  Paptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpel, 
steeples.  Hghtirtg. 
folding  doors, 
theater  seats. 


Van  Winkle 
Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  Passenger) 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Call  Henry  Headden 
Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 
1-(800)-370-6180 
1-(615)-371-6180 


tee.  The  Baptist  Faith  and  Mes¬ 
sage  is  a  formula  for  many  of  the 
truths  we  hold  in  common. 

He  was  one  of  the  more  effec¬ 
tive  leaders  of  his  generation.  He 
saw  the  convention  grow  from  4 
million  to  over  15  million. 

His  academic  insight  tempered 
with  spiritual  discernment  com¬ 
manded  the  respect  of  all  who 
knew  him. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  has  lost  one  of  its  greatest 
leaders  of  his  generatipn. 

C.Z.  Holland 

Clinton 

Painful  termination 

Editor: 

To  say  “thank  you”  is  easily 
done  on  many  occasions.  1  can't 
begin  to  thank  fellow  ministers 
who  have  called  or  come  by  my 
study.  If  you  haven't  experienced 
a  termination,  then  you  will  only 
be  able  to  sympathize. 

To  end  a  relationship  with  peo¬ 
ple  you  have  loved,  prayed  for, 
encouraged,  wept  with,  and 
laughed  with  in  such  an  abrupt 
manner  takes  time  to  heal.  It  tends 
to  cause  emotions  that  you  have 
preached  against  and  fought  for 
years.  There  have  been  times 
when  you  have  disagreed,  but  to 
experience  anger  of  this  nature 
isn’t  a  pieasan(r .experience.  The 
scriptures  flood  your  mind,  like 
Jesus’  words  to  pray -for  them  that 
despitefully  use  you.  But  again 
the  Holy  Spirit  helps  you  realize 
the  true  prayer  God  wants  you  to 
pray  is!’'Father  forgive  US  for  we 
have  sinned  and  failed  to  honor 
you  with  our  thoughts  or  actions.. 
It  would  be  great  if  one,could  pick 
up  the  pieces  and  go  on,  but  there 
is  damage  control  that  must  be  put 
into  force. 

1  am  still  finding  out  the  impact 
this  is  making  on  my  family.  1  am 
finding  the  deepiest  injury  is  in  the 
minister's  mate. 

Now  back  to  the  true  purpose  of 
this  letter.  To  my  sister  churches 
and  associational  leadership  that 
have  expressed  their  love  and 
support.  1  repeat,  “thank  you.” 
Having  talked  with  our  state  lead¬ 
ership  and  experienced  their  will¬ 
ingness  to  listen,  understanding, 
and  helpfulness,  again  I  say, 
"Thank  You.” 

A  special  thank  you  that  I  can't 
group  with  others  is  the  loving 
fellowship  of  Four  Mile  Creek 
Church  and  their  pastor  Tommy 
Brill.  They  received  us  with  open 
arms.  Knowing  there  would  be  a 
shortage  of  funds,  they  have 
allowed  me  to  serve  on  staff  to 
support  efforts  to  reach  their  com¬ 
munity  for  Christ. 

Finally,  how  can  we  help  in 
these  situations?  Whether  you 
know  what  to  say  or  not.  if  you 
care,  do  something.  It  will  help 
and  you  will  feel  better,  too.  I  am 
available  for  supplv  and  can  be 
reached  at  762-775.Vor  475-8244. 
Please  leave  a  message  on  the 
answering  machine. 

Tom  Miller 

Pascagoula 


Just  for  the  Record 


Church,  Mathiston,  held  a  GA  recognition  service  on  Oct.  8 
wrtn  the  th^e  “Letting  Our  Light  Shine.”  It  has  been  over  10  years  since 
Fellowship  Church  has  held  a  recognition  service  for  its  GAs.  those  hon¬ 
ored  are  (from  left):  back  row,  Robin  Holt,  Candice  Holt,  Terri  Leggett, 
Donna  Holloway;  front  row,  Lisa  Bennett  and  Erin  Sanderson.  Rhonda 
Crowley  is  GA  leader  and  Eva  Cain  is  WMU  director. 


First  Church,  Byram,  will 
host  “Ringing  in  the  New  Year 
with  Gospel  Music,”  on  Dec.  31 
beginning  at  7  p.m.  Groups  sched¬ 
uled  to  perform  will  include  the 
Watchmen  quartet.  Witness,  Har¬ 
mony,  and  other  church  groups  and 
individuals.  A  midnight  fireworks 
di^lay  will  close  the  program.  Fot 


FMB 

From  page  3 


growing  up  he  also  lived  in  Fish¬ 
ers,  which  he  considers  his  home¬ 
town.  He  also  considers  Frederick 
Boulevard  Church  in  St.  Joseph. 
Mo.,  his  home  church. 

He  received  the  bachelor  of  sci¬ 
ence  degree  from  Indiana  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Bloomington  and  the  ma.s- 
tec  of  divinity  in  biblical  lan¬ 
guages  degree  from  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Fort  Worth. 

He  was  a  HMB  summer  mis¬ 
sionary  in  Iowa  and  an  FMB  jour¬ 
neyman  in  Scotland.  He  also  made 
mission  trips  to  Brazil.  Mexico, 
and  India. 

Born  and  reared  in  Meridian. 
Mrs.  Beaman,  the  former  Lenora 
Salley,  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dennis  Salley  of  that  city. 
She  considers  Poplar  Springs 
Drive  Church  there  her  home 
church. 

She  received  the  associate  of 
arts  degree  from  Meridian  Com¬ 
munity  College  and  the  bachelor 
of  science  degree  from  Mississippi 
State  University. 

She  was  an  elementary  teacher 
at  Lake  Country  Christian  School 
in  Fort  Worth,  an  FMB  journey¬ 
man  in  West  Africa,  and  a  Baptist 
Student  Union  summer  missionary 
in  Idaho. 

As  missionary  associates  the 
Light.seys  will  live  in  El  Salvador, 
where  he  will  work  in  literature 
and  evangelism. 

Recently  he  was  finance 
administrator  lor  Lockheed  Martin 
Manned  Space  Systems  in  New 
Orleans.  They  are  members  of 
First  Church  in  Slidell.  La. 

Bom  in  Laurel.  Light.sey  is  the 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pat  Lightsey 
of  Sandersville.  He  grevi  up  in 
Sandersvillf  .ind  considers  it  his 
hometovM,  He  considers  First 


more  information  call  the  church  at 
(601)372-3156. 

The  sanctuary  choir  of 
Cloverdale  Church,  Natchez, 

will  perfwm  its  Christmas 
“Love,  Light  &  Life,”  on  Dec.  24 
during  the  church’s  mcMming  wor¬ 
ship  hour  at  1 1  a.m.  Bruce  McCall, 


Church  in  Slidell  his  home  church. 

He  received  the  associate  of  arts 
degree  from  Jones  County  Junior 
College,  and  the  bachelor  of  sci¬ 
ence  degree  from  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi.  He  also 
attended  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

He  was  a  computer  program¬ 
mer  for  Bush  Construction  Co.  in 
Laurel.  He  also  made  mission  trips 
to  Mexico  and  Belize. 

Bom  in  Columbia,  Mrs.  Light¬ 
sey,  the  former  Rebecca  Watts,  is 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack 
Watts  of  Laurel.  While  growing 
up  she  lived  in  Laurel  and  consid¬ 
ers  it  her  hometown.  She  considers 
First  Church  in  Slidell  her  home 
church.  Recently  .she  was  a  child¬ 
care  worker  there. 

The  Lightseys  have  two  chil¬ 
dren. 

The  Trotters  will  live  in  South 
Africa,  where  he  will  start  and 
develop  churches  and  they  will  be 
involved  in  a  variety  of  outreach 
ministries. 

Since  1993  he  has  been  pa.stor 
of  Enterprise  Church,  Clarke 
Association. 

Born  in  Sunflower  County^ 
Trotter  is  the  son  of  Martha  Trot¬ 
ter  of  Pensacola,  Fla.,  and  the  late 
Robert  W.  Trotter.  His  father  was 
director  of  pastoral  care  at  Baptist 
Hospital  in  Pensacola. 

While  growing  up  he  also  lived 
in  Moorhead;  Waco,  Texas;  and 
Kenner,  La.  He  considers  Pen¬ 
sacola  his  hometown  and  First 
Church  there  his  home  church. 

He  received  the  bachelor  of 
professional  accounting  degree 
from  Mississippi  State  University, 
the  master  of  divinity  degree  from 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 


Cloverdale’s  minister  of  music, 
will  direct  the  choir.  David 
McGuffee  is  pastor.  For  more 
information,  call  the  church  at 
(601)442-6305. 

Emmanuel  Church,  Grenada, 
will  host  a  Women’s  Prayer  Chal¬ 
lenge  conference,  Jan  12-13.  It  will 
begin  with  a  7  p.m.  session  on  Fri¬ 
day,  Jan.  12.  The  conference  will 
be  led  by  Jennifer  Kennedy  Dean, 
autlHff  of  The  Praying  Life,  and  is 
offered  joinQy  by  the  prayer  coor¬ 
dinator  and  the  Woman’s  Mission¬ 
ary  Union  of  North  Central  Associ¬ 
ation.  Cost  is  $20  per  person;  regis¬ 
tration  deadline  is  Jan.  5.  For  more 
information  or  to  register,  call 
(601)  226-5071  or  226-2869. 

Public  Radio  in  Mississippi 
(PRM)  will  air  portions  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  College’s  10th  annual  Festi¬ 
ve  of  Lights  during  its  Mississippi 
Concert  Hall  program  from  7-8 
p.m.  on  Dec.  21,  PRM  officials 
have  aruiounced.  Performances  to 
be  featured  during  the  program 
include  several  wt^ts  by  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College  Chamber  Choir, 
Concert  Chorale,  Concert  Singers, 
and  Concert  Ringm. 


Worth,  and  the  certificate  in  clini¬ 
cal  (mtoral  education  horn  Baptist 
Me^al  Center  in  Oklahoitu  City. 

He  was  pastor  of  Fellowship 
Church  in  Mathiston;  minister  of 
youth  and  activities  at  First 
(Thurch,  Kosciusko;  a  chaplain  at 
Baptist  Medical  Center  in  Okla¬ 
homa  City;  an  HMB  sununer  mis¬ 
sionary  in  Arkansas;  and  a  Baptist 
Student  Union  summer  missionary 
in  Bophuthatswana. 

Bom  in  Memphis,  Mrs.  Trotter, 
the  former  Demetria  (Dede)  Stur¬ 
divant,  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Max  Sturdivant  of  Oxford. 
While  growing  up  she  also  lived  in 
Oxford  and  Ashland.  She  consid¬ 
ers  Oxford  her  hometown  and 
Temple  Heights  Church  there  her 
home  church. 

She  received  the  bachelor  of 
arts  degree  from  Mississippi  State 
University. 

Recently  she  was  an  aerobics 
instructor  in  Enterprise.  She  was  a, 
certified  optician  with  Wedgwood 
Optical  in  Fort  Worth  and  an 
HMB  summer  missionary  with  her 
husband  in  Arkansas. 

The  Trotters  have  two  children. 


(  iisiom  (  hurt,  h 
Iiilc  riors.  Iiu . 


Pew  Refinisb'ing  &  Reuphoistering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


1-800-65-4-1204 

on  MS  (>01  9'.r  ■  J  1 


Friendship  East  Church,  Charleston,  recently  held  a  service  honoring 
two  of  its  deacons.  Travis  Shaw  (center,  pictured  with  his  wife  Louise) 
has  served  21  years.  Harvey  Donaldson  Sr.,  not  pictured,  served  for  23 
years.  Both  men  were  given  a  plaque  from  the  church.  J.G.  Thomas 
(right)  is  pastor. 


L^eAmswen  will  be  on  holiday  hiatus  until  Jan,  11.  1996.  Look 
for  lifeAnswen  again  in  the  second  issue  of  the  New  Year. 

Send  your  counseling  questions  to  UfeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord.  r.O.  Box  530.  Jackson.  NS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief,  name 
in  not  leqidved.  Remcmbctr  In  ^  of  crisis,  your  pastor 
recommendations  on  your  c^ounsrilng  needs. 


Churches  -  Civic  Groups  -  Individuals 

()»■>  v<x>R  vt  RV  <>w>  Lom  pRcotfNrv  FM  t^io  Smu'ow  (no  Ucjnu  Rfoumd). 
iNrRoduf louy  pBici ;  ^  low  $  6  9  9,  Sw  $  1 00  by  oRfk RiNq  now.  PRicfs  iNCHiAw 
to  S  799  i\  Iamarv.  For  vntRt  iNfoRVMikw,  <  aII  Killv,  AO  I  •  J  5?-467  >. 


GRAND  PIANO  FOR  SALE!  Call 
(601)  989-2252  or  (601)  989-2508 
for  more  information.  Ask  for  Kay. 

BAPTISTRY/BATHTUB  REPAIR. 

Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too 
large  or  small.  Statewide  service. 
No  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub 
Repair,  1526  Gardner  Blvd., 
Columbus,  MS  3St702,vi-800- 
349-2882.  '  '  ' 

‘'-A 

FOR  SALE:  WURUTZER  Organ 
M-4500.  Two  manuel,  25  foot  ped¬ 
als.  Ideal  for  student  or  church. 
Original  owner,  excellent  condition. 
(901)382-2918. 

PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private 
and  church  groups.  From  $54.95 
per  day/limited  free  miles/  7-  to 
15-seat.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental, 
Jackson  (601)  948-3391.  Since 
1965. 

STAFF  POSITION  OPENING  for 

Minister  of  Education/Youth,  after 
1/1/96.  Send  resume  or  inquiry  to 
Search  Committee,  FBC,  P.O.  Box 
1339,  St.  Francisville,  LA  70775. 

CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories, 
pulpit/judicial  robes,  paraments. 


MURPHY  ROBES/Mac’s  Robes, 
Charles  McGlocklin,  Authorized 
Dealer.  Statewide  1 -800-898- 
MACS. 

CUSTOM  SCREEN  PRINTING. 

Specializing  in  Christian  designs 
on  T-Shirts  and  other  items.  Multi¬ 
color,  custom  designs  or  your 
own.  Reasonable  prices,  quality 
service.  Cali  for  free  quotation. 
One  of  A  Kind  Screen  Printing/ 
Graphic  Design,  Columbus,  MS. 
1-800-320-1283. 

WOULD  LIKE  TO  BUY  used 
books,  outdated  books  in  sets  and 
complete  libraries.  Please  call 
(601)  287-7439. 

PIANO  FOR  SALE.  No  Money 
Down!  Responsible  person  need¬ 
ed  to  take  on  a  low  mpnthly  pay¬ 
ment  on  a  beautiful  console  piano. 
Call  today  1-800-764-3334. 

PART-TIME  WORSHIP  Leader 
needed  in  Attala  County,  at  Spring- 
dale  Baptist  Church,  located 
between  Kosciusko  and  West. 
Send  resume  to:  Personr>el  Com¬ 
mittee.  Rt.  2.  Box  47,  West,  MS 
39192;  (601)  289-6592. 


Names  in  the  News 


•a' 


Members  with  perfect  attendance  in  Sunday  Schooi  at  New  Hope 

hurch,  Foxworth.  are-<pictured  above)  Peggy  Stringer,  seven  years;  Bev¬ 
erly  Kroner,  two  years;  Bonnie  Pittman,  six  years;  Amy  Lowery,  eight 
years;  Karla  fetliff.  four  years;  Nancy  Thomas,  13  years;  Tiffany  Kroner, 
seven  yeas:  second  row,  Kasey  Pittman,  four  years;  Dustin  Stringer,  12 
yms]  Pud  arihger,  five  years;  Jimmy  Thomas  26  years;  Brandie  Magee, 
14  years;  Kim  Lowery,  eight  years;  B.B.  Stringer,  40  years;  Sherrell 
Magee,  14  yearSi  and  Donald  Lowery,  seven  years. 


William  E.  WhitHeld  III,  of 
Gulfport,  recently  received  the 
1995  Alumnus  of  the  Year 
Award  at  the 
University  of 
Mobile  during 
homecoming 
festivities . 
Whitfield  was 
chosen  by  a 
committee  of 
alumni  and  uni¬ 
versity  officials 
based  upon  his 
Whitfield  outstanding 


StacytogWeil 


Ydup  Doctor  flas  PrcscrMied  Althe  Comforts  of  Home. 


Faster  recovery,  less  cost  with  Home  Health  Care. 

■“For  more  than  a  century  noW,“'H6alth  Care  at  Home  program, 
home  care  has  helped  people  of  all  With  the  help  of  our  program,  a 
ages  recover  in  the  comfort  of  their  former  pancreatitis  patient  pro¬ 
own  homes.  State-of-the-art  med-  gressed  far  beyond  anything 
ical  equipment  now  for  in-home  use  expected  for  her  condition, 
can  provide  treatments  that  once  After  her  surgery,  she  spent  two 
were  available  only  in  a  hospital.  In  months  in  the  hospital  with  42  days 
many  ways,  home  health  care  offers  on  a  breathing  machine.  Whervshe 
a  patient  the  best  of  both  worlds:  began  her  home  care  program,  she 
supervised  care  and  lower  costs,  was  very  weak,  short  of  breath  and 
Other  home  care  advantages  are:  unable  to  participate  in  her  normal 

•  maintaining  the  patient's  dignity  daily  activities.  At  the  end  of  her  six 

and  independence  iweek  home  care  program,  she  was 

•  offering  a  wide  range  of  special-  noticeably  stronger,  no  longer  short 
ized  services,  individualized  to  of  breath  and  walking  with  the  aid 


each  patient's  needs 
•  educating  the  patient's  family 
members  and  friends  about 
the  caregiving  process 


of  a  walker.  Today,  she  continues 
her  physical  therapy  routine  taught 
to  her  by  one  of  our  skilled  home 
care  professionals  and  continues  to 


•  giving  the  patient  a '’ psycholog-  progress  daily, 

ical  lift"  by  being  in  the  comfort  For  more  information  on  our 
of  their  own  home  home  health  care  services,  call 

Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center  Central  Mississippi  Health  Care  at 
offers  home  heaKh  care  service  Home  at  either  of  the  numbers 
through  the  Central  Mississippi  listed  below. 

UMtarstandhio  Dm  Banellts  of  PpovbuDvo  Heattb  CiPt. 

Call  352-5063  or  1-800-844-5063  for  more  information. 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  MEDICAL  CENTER 


business  contributions  and  com¬ 
munity  service.  A  1977  graduate 
of  the  University  of  Mobile,  he 
attended  Mississippi  College  i 
School  of  Law  where  he  received 
the  juris  doctorate  in  1 98 1 .  i 

JACKSON.  Tenn.  (BP)  —  In 
a  special  meeting  of  Union  Uni¬ 
versity’s  board  of  trustees  Dec.  8, 
David  S.  Dockery  was  named  the 
Jackson,  Tenn.,  school’s  15th 
president.  Dockery,  43,  is  vice 
president  of  academic  administra¬ 
tion  and  dean  of  the  school  of 
theology  at  Southern  Seminary, 
Louisville,  Ky.,  joining  the  semi¬ 
nary  staff  in  1992.  Dockery  suc¬ 
ceeds  Hyran  Barefoot,  who 
assumed  the  presidency  in  1987 
and  will  retire  from  the  post  May 
31  to  assume  the  newly-created 
position  of  chancellor.  In  addition 
to  his  presidential  duties,  Dock¬ 
ery  will  serve  on  the  faculty  as 
professor  of  Christian  studies. 

Mississippi  College  has 
named  101-year-old  Anise 
McDaniel  of  Clinton,  a  longtime 
supporter  of  the  college,  as  its 
1996  Annual  Fund  chairperson. 
McDaniel,  whose  late  husband, 
six  children,  and  several  grand¬ 
children  attended  Mississippi 
College,  will  be  responsible  for 
spearheading  the  college’s  annual 
effort  to  raise  funds  from  alumni 
and  supporters.  “Over  the  long 
years  of  my  connection  with  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College,  I’ve  come  to 
love  it,’’  notes  McDaniel,  who 
will  celebrate  her,  102nd  birthday 
on  Feb.  26.  “1  would  advise  any¬ 
one...  that  Mississippi  College 
can’t  be  beat.” 

William  Carey  College 
recently  honored  Jacqueline  P. 
Rogers  of  Collins  with  the  Dis¬ 
tinguished  Alumna  Award.  An 
English  teacher  at  Collins  High 
School,  Rogers  has  received 
numerous  honors^  awards,  and 
grants,  including  the  1988  Christa 
McAuliffe  Fellowship  Award 
worth  over  $25,000.  She  was 
named  Mississippi’s  1989  Fourth 
Congressional  District  Teacher  of 
the  Year.  Rogers  received  the 
Disney  Channel’s  American 
Teacher  Award  in  1993.  She  was 
among.  35  teachers  from  across 
the  nation  honored  for  their  work. 

William  Carey  College 
recently  honored  Emma  Fanch- 
er  Beemon  of  Raymond  with  the 
Mississippi  Women’s  College 
Distinguished  Alumna  Award.  A 
retired  mathematics  instructor 
from  Hinds  Community  College, 
Beemon  served  that  institution 
for  over  36  years.  Beemon  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Mississippi  Women’s 
College  (MWC)  in  1939.  MWC 
was  later  named  William  Carey 
College. 
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LITTLE  ROCK.  Ark.  (ABP)  — 
Louisiana  pastor  Emil  Turner 
has  been  elected  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Arkansas  Convention. 
Turner,  45,  pastor  of  First  Church 
in  Lake  Charles,  La.,  was  elected 
Dec.  12  by  unanimous  vote  of  the 
state  convention’s  executive 
board.  He  will  begin  his  new  job 


Jay  Baucom,  minister  of  music 
at  Wildwood  Church,  Laurel,  was 
honored  with  a  reception  on  his 
10th  anniversary  of  service  to  the 
church.  He  is  pictured  above  with 
his  wife  Sandra.  . 

Jan.  15.  He  succeeds  Don  Moore, 
who  retires  in  February  as  the  top 
administrator  at  the  500,000- 
member  state  convention.  A  grad¬ 
uate  of  Louisiana  State  University 
and  New  Orleans  Seminary, 
Turner  currently  is  a  trustee  of 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
(FMB). 

JEFFERSON  CITY,  Mo. 
(ABP)  —  Veteran  Baptist  jour¬ 
nalist  Bill  Webb  has  been  elect¬ 
ed  editor  of  Word  &  Way,  week¬ 
ly  newsjournal  of  the  Missouri 
Baptist  Convention,  with  50,000 
subscribers.  Webb,  45,  of  Spring- 
field,  Ill.,  was  elected  unanimous¬ 
ly  Dec.  12  by  the  Missouri  Bap¬ 
tist  executive  board.  Webb  will 
begin  work  March  1.  He  succeeds 
20-year  editor  Bob  Terry,  who 
left  the  paper  in  August  to 
become  editor  of  the  Alabama 
Baptist.  Since  1984,  Webb  has 
been  editor  of  the  Illinois  Bap¬ 
tist,  newspaper  for  the  Illinois 
State  Association  with  11,000 
subscribers.  Before  that  he 
worked  as  a  news  writer  for  the 
FMB.  A  native  of  Mount  Vernon, 
Ill.,  Webb  is  a  graduate  of  South¬ 
ern  Iliinois  University.  He  also 
attended  Southern  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Ky. 

Richard  J.  Shropshire  is 
available  for  a  full-time  pastorate 
or  staff  position,  revivals,  and  con¬ 
ferences.  He  and  his  wife  Cheryl 
are  available  for  concerts  and  con¬ 
ferences.  For  further  information, 
write  to  342  Dianne  Dr.,  Biloxi, 
MS  39532  or  call  (601)  392-2608. 

Katy  Gray  Myers,  81,  died 
Dec.  16  in  Cleveland.  She  was  the 
mother  of  Lewis  T.  Myers,  F^B 
vice  president  for  World  A  strate¬ 
gies  in  Richmond.  Va.  Mrs.  Myers’ 
funeral  services  were  held  at  First 
Church,  Cleveland,  where  she  was 
an  active  member.  She  was  buried 
in  Cleveland  on  Dec.  18.  In  addi- 
.  tion  to  son  Louis,  she  is  survived 
by  another  son  and  a  daughter. 

The  churches  of  Prentiss 
Association  will  host  a  reception 
in  honor  of  Harris  Counce  on 
Dec.  31,  beginning  at  2  p.m.  in 
the  associational  offices.  That 
day  is  Counce’s  last  after  12 
years  as  director  of  missions  for 
I  the  association. 


Life  and  Work 

Faces  aroiond  the  manger 


Uniform 

For  those  seeking  peace 


Bible  Book 

The  Savior’s  birth 


By  Bob  Rogers 
Luke  2 


By  Larry  McDonald 
Matthew  1, 2 


By  Andy  Brasher 
Isaiah  11,  Luke  2 


Brenda  Roberts  of  Stone  Mountain,  Ga.,  told  of  one 
morning  when  she  was  reading  the  story  of  Jesus’  birth  to 
her  day-care  children.  As  usual,  she  stopped  to  see  if  they 
understood. 

“What  do  we  call  the  three  wise  men?”  she  asked. 

“The  three  maggots,”  replied  a  bright  5-year-old. 

“What  gift  did  ^e  Magi  bring  baby  Jesus?”  she  cor¬ 
rected. 

“Gold,  Frankensteins,  and  smurfs!”  the  same  5-year- 
old  replied. 

In  another  situation  it  came  time  for  the  annual  Christ¬ 
mas  play.  Sarah  was  given  the  part  of  the  angel.  She 
practiced  her  line  faithfully:  “Behold,  I  bring  you  good 
tidings  of  great  joy.”  Over  and  over  again  she  practiced 
it,  “Behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy.”  The 
night  of  the  play  finally  arrived.  Sarah  walked  on  stage 
but  could  not  remember  her  line.  Dead  silence  followed. 
Finally,  she  blurted  out,  “Boy,  do  1  have  good  news  for 
you!” 

Christmas  is  a  fun  time  to  watch  children.  In  their 
excitement  they  often  do  get  the  facts  mixed  up.  We  get 
many  chuckles  out  of  their  exuberance  for  the  season. 

But  it  is  not  quite  so  funny  wheniwe  as  adults  still  miss 
the  real  “reason  for  the  season.”  Even  though  Christmas 
rolls  around  year  after  year,  somehow  many  still  get  the 
facts  wrong.  Let’s  once  again  review  the  facts  of  the  Sav¬ 
ior’s  birth. 

First,  an  angel  appeared  to  Joseph  in  a  dream 
(1:20-21).  The  angel  told  Joseph  not  to  be  afraid  of  tak¬ 
ing  Mary  as  his  wife  even  though  she  was  pregnant. 
Joseph  and  Mary  were  in  a  period  of  betrothment.  Thia- 
betrothment  was  like  an  engagement  period  yet  had  a 
higher  level  of  commitment  involved  in  it  than  engage¬ 
ments  do  today. 

The  angel  told  Mary  that  the  child  was  conceived  by 
the  Holy  Spirit.  His  name  would  be  Jesus  and  he  would 
save  his  people  from  their  sins. : 

Second,  the  birth  of  Jesus  fulfilled  prophecy  U:22- 
23).  In  Isaiah,  the  prophet  foretold  the  birth  of  a  child  by 
a  virgin.  This  child  would  be  called  Immanuel  which 
means  “God  with  us.” 

Third,  the  wise  men  sought  the  newborn  king  (2:1- 
2;  10-11).  Magi  from  the  east  saw  a  star  and  followed 
that  star  to  Be^Iehem.  They  found  Jesus  and  presented 
him  with  gifts  of  “gold,  frankincense,  and  myrrh.”  As 
they  gave  these  gifts  they  “fell  down  and  worshiped” 
him. 

Fourth,  Joseph  took  his  family  to  safety  in  Egj^t 
(2:13-15).  An  angel  once  again  appeared  to  Joseph  in  a 
dream.  The  angel  warned  him  of  Herod’s  plot  to  kill 
every  male  child  under  two  years  of  age.  The  angel 
instructed  Joseph  to  take  his  family  to  Egypt.  Jesus’  life 
was  spared.  • 

In  a  famous  cathedral  in  Rome,  a  magnificent  painting 
radiates  beauty.  Every  colorful  detail  has  been  painted 
with  patience,  but  for  centuries,  few  visitors  to  the  cathe¬ 
dral  actually  appreciated  this  work  of  art.  The  problem 
was  its  location.  It  was  at  the  top  of  the  cathedral,  on  the 
dome.  People  who  tried  to  look  at  it  received  a  stiff  neck 
and  eyestrain.  This  physical  discomfort  prevented  enjoy¬ 
ment  and  appreciation  of  the  masterpiece. 

Finally,  somebody  with  common  sense  solved  the  cen- 
,  turies-old  problem.  A  large  mirror  was  placed  just  above 
the  floor  level.  A  sight  once  too  distant  and  difficult  to 
behold  was.  in  effect,  brought  down  to  a  more  human 
level.  Guests  can  now  be  seated,  study,  and  appreciate  all 
the  splendor  of  this  superb  painting. 

In  a  way,  this  is  also  the  story  of  the  Christ  child.  God, 
once  seen  only  partially,  can  now  be  seen  clearly  in 
Jesus.  Jesus  reveals  G(^.  shows  God's  nature,  tells  us 
God's  teachings.  In  Christ.  God  is  revealed.  “The  Word 
became  flesh  and  dwelt  among  us.” 

McDonald  is  pastor  of  Castlewood.s  Church. 
Brandon. 


Do  you  ever  wish  you  could  have  been  present  at  the 
birth  of  Christ?  Perhaps  you  were  there,  for  the  first  faces 
seen  as  the  newborn  Christ  opened  his  tiny  eyes  represent 
many  of  us  today. 

llie  faces  of  Mary  and  Joseph.  The  first  faces  seen  by 
Jesus,  of  course,  were  those  of  Mary  and  Joseph;  faces  that 
were  probably  worried,  harassed,  and  even  humiliated. 

Joseph  went  to  Bedilehem  with  Mary,  “who  was  pledged 
to  be  married  to  him  and  was  expecting  a  child”  (v.  5). 

Mary  and  Joseph  most  likely  suffered  from  much  gos¬ 
sip  because  of  her  pregnancy,  for  they  were  still  not  mar¬ 
ried,  and  yet  she  was  obviously  pregnant.  Perhaps  this 
scandal  was  a  contributing  factor  to  there  being  ho  room  at 
the  inn  for  them  (v.  7).  Certainly  they  were  discouraged  at 
the  prospect  of  having  their  baby  in  a  stable. 

Are  you  discouraged,  frustrated,  and  worried  this 
Christmas?  Then  you  were  there  at  the  first  Christmas  with 
Mary  and  Joseph. 

llie  faces  of  the  shepherds.  The  next  faces  that  Jesus 
saw  were  those  of  the  shepherds,  faces  of  humility  and 
amazement.  The  angel  announced  Jesus’  birth  to  “shep¬ 
herds  living  out  in  ^  fields  nearby,  keeping  watch  over 
their  flocks  at  night”  (v.  8). 

The  shepherds  were  as  ostracized  as  Mary  and  Joseph. 
Because  their  occupation  required  them  to  stay  with  the 
sheep,  they  missed  attending  synagogue  services  and 
were  considered  unclean.  The  testimony  of  shepherds 
was  not  considered  valid  in  court,  for  they  had  a  reputa¬ 
tion  of  dishonesty.  ' 

The  angel  proclaiit^  in  grand  style  that  the  Savior  had 
been  bom  in  “the  town  of  David”  (Bethlehem  was  the 
hometown  of  King  David),  and  “he  is  Christ  the  Lord”  (v. 
11).  Then,  with  an  ironic  twist,  he  said  that  the  sign  would 
be  to  “find  a  baby  wrapped  in  cloths  and  lying  in  a 
manger”  (v.  12). 

To  have  the  same  impact  on  us  today,  the  angel  could 
have  said  something  such  as,  ‘Today  the  new  king  of  the 
universe  has  been  lx>ra,  and  this  is  the  evidence:  you  will 
find  the  baby  wrapped  in  a  wet  diaper  and  lying  in  the 
kitchen  sink  of  an  old  trailer.” 

The  angel  was  saying  that  although  they  were  lowly 
shepherds,  God  had  reached  down  and  included  them  in 
his  great  plan  of  salvation.  That  is  why  the  angel  stressed 
that  his  good  news  was  “for  all  the  people”  (v.  10). 

E>o  you  feel  ostracized,  forgotten,  and  lonely  this 
Christmas?  Then  you  were  there  that  first  Christmas  in  the 
eyes  of  the  shepherds.  Do  you  come  to  LTirist  today  in 
amazement  that  he  has  been  bom  for  you?  Then  you  were 
there  that  first  Christmas. 

The  face  of  Simeon.  Eight  days  after  his  birth,  Mary  and 
Joseph,  being  good  Jewish  parents,  took  Jesus  to  the  temple 
to  be  circumcised  and  dedicated  to  the  Lord.  One  of  the 
faces  Jesus  saw  that  day  was  the  face  of  Simeon,  a  prophet 
who  “was  waiting  for  the  consolation  of  Israel”  (v.  25). 

Simeon  was  a  man  who  listened  for  God  to  speak  to 
him.  The  Holy  Spirit  had  told  him  that  he  would  not  die 
before  he  saw  the  promised  Messiah.  Still  listening  to  God, 
he  was  “moved  by  the  Spirit”  (v.  27)  to  go  to  the  temple 
courts,  and  there  he  met  the  baby  Jesus  as  his  parents  were 
bringing  him  in. 

Simeon  took  the  (Thrist  child  in  his  arms  and  sang  a 
prayer  of  praise  to  God  (v.  29-32). 

In  the  face  of  Simeon,  Jesus  saw  faith.  He  saw  a  man 
who  longed  for  God  to  come,  and  when  God  came,  he 
believed.  Do  you  believe?  Have  you  trusted  in  Christ  as 
your  personal  Savior?  If  you  have,  then  you  were  there 
that  first  Christmas,  too. 

Questions  to  consider:  What  other  faces  were  among 
the  first  to  be  seen  by  Christ?  What  reactions  might  they 
represent? 

Rogers  is  pastor  of  First  Church,  Poplarville. 


The  other  afternoon  while  I  was  watching  the  evening 
news,  my  heart  was  torn  and  saddened  at  the  violence 
raging  in  the  former  nation  of  Yugoslavia.  The  safe  or 
peace  havens,  specific  cities  within  the  region,  had  been 
ravaged  by  bombing  and  gun  fire.  The  television 
showed  children  dead  in  the  streets,  young  men  escorted 
away  for  execution,  and  many  more  left  homeless.  All 
of  these  atrocities  were  committed  in  the  name  of  ethnic 
and  religious  cleansing.  Unless  a  miracle  takes  place, 
these  people  will  know  no  peace  this  Christmas. 

I’ve  often  contemplated:  Why  is  violence  and  unrest 
more  prolific  than  peace  and  harmony?  Maybe  it  has 
something  to  do  with  our  very  nature,  a  nature  rooted  in 
and  flawed  by  sin. 

The  war-tom  and  divided  nation  of  Yugoslavia  needs 
a  peacemaker,  or  better  yet,  the  people  need  to  have  the 
hearts  of  peacemakers.  It  seems  that  the  job  of  peace¬ 
maker  is  beyond  the  scope  of  any  mortal  man,  but  is  it 
beyond  the  scope  of  the  God-Man?  Real  peace  comes 
when  individuals  realize  and  experience  the  God-Man 
within  themselves.  Peace  is  afforded  to  everyone  who 
calls  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

Isaiah  wrote:  “The  wolf  also  shall  dwell  with  the 
lamb,  and  the  leopard  shall  lie  down  with  the  kid;  and 
the  calf  and  the  young  lion  and  the  fatling  together;  and 
a  little  child  will  lead  them”  (Isa.  1 1:6). 

I’ve  often  asked  the  question,  “How  could  a  child 
tend  to  and  promote  harmony  between  the  wild  and 
domestic  animals?” 

Possibly,  this  child  had  the  rare  ability  to  relate  to 
both,  or  could  it  be  that  his  very  nature  iJ^s  harmony 
and  peace.  It  has  been  said  that  music  can  tame  the 
beast.  Is  it  possible,  then,  that  this  child’s  nature  was 
like  music,  capable  of  soothing  the  lamb  and  the  lion,  or 
even  the  saint  and  the  sinner?  If  so,  what  a  special  child 
indeed. 

In  the  gospel  of  Luke,  the  writer  tells  the  identity  of 
this  child.  ”...  And  the  angel  said  to  them.  Do  not  be 
afraid;  for  behold,  I  bring  you  good  news  of  great  joy 
which  shall  be  for  all  people^  for  today  in  the  city  of 
David  there  has  been  bom  for  you  a  Saviour,  who  is 
Christ  the  Lord”  (Luke  2:10-1 1).  Thus,  the  child  record¬ 
ed  in  Isaiah  1 1:1-6  is  the  same  child  proclaimed  in  Luke 
2:10-1 1.  The  child  sppken  of  in  both  instances  is  the 
Christ  child,  and  only  he  can  bring  true  peace  to  all  men 
For  this  child  is  known  as  the  Messiah,  the  King  of 
kings,  and  the  Prince  of  Peace.  He  is  Christ  the  Lord! 

In  closing,  let  me  say  it  has  been  my  pleasure  and 
privilege  to  write  this  series  on  the  Uniform  study  for 
The  Baptist  Record.  My  appreciation  and  thanks  go  to 
Guy  Henderson  and  the  wonderful  staff  at  The  Baptist 
Record  who  asked  me  to  write  and  who  edited  the  defi¬ 
ciencies  of  my  work. 

It  is  my  prayer  that  God  has  blessed  you,  the  readers, 
with  this  study  in  spite  of  my  limited  knowledge  and 
skill  as  a  writer. 

May  God  Bless,  and  Merry  Christmas  To  All! 

Brasher  is  pastor  of  Como  Church,  Como. 


National  goal  for  the 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
for  Foreign  Missions: 
$100,000,000 
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THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 

’jht 

^itCodc 


Mn.  Saaimif  McCalii 
iiamue  A  Uivik  Morgio 
Mn.  Hattie  Mm  McC«lop 
Mr.  Sl  Mrs.  J.  B.  rnirman,  k. 
Ms.  bfca  Kencry 
EAwarri  **Mik«**  McCn^ 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  L  Bartow 
I.  D.  ft  Doris  Brock 
MaMcCnary 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  DovgUs  Self.  Sr. 
Mr.  Janes  F.McFalter 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  GeargeT.  Parish* 
GnMctte  McGMfae 
Dr.  J.  F.  VesseU 
Mn.LMmMcM«M 
Mis.  HKiina  Woodyear 
Catalyn  McrrM 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  lames  M.  Haley 


Mr  ft  Mrs.  R  H  Bell.  Jr 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Wallace  Kiitland 
Mr  ft  Mn  C»l  Miller 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Samuel  R  Lee 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  PmiI  D.  Allen 
Mn.  Ruby  Chadwick 
Mn.  Virginia  Manin  Moser 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Tommie  W.  Taylar 
Mr.  ft  Mn  James  E.  White 
Mn.  F.  L  James  ft  FamiJy 
Ms.  Ame  Virgima  Martin 
Harold  ft  Madera  Wilaan 
High  School  Oms  ofl  946 
Spna^  Hill  Baptist  Cbufch 
kfo.  E¥elya  B.  Scott 
Ms.  Ndl  C.  Tlwmpaoa 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Homer  BoBun 
Mr  ft  Mn.  DeWin  Craft 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Rank  B.  PcMenberry 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Kenneth  Gordon 
Mn.  MarioQ  Gordon 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  C.  L-Hazlewood 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  James  Owen 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Paul  AJbrinoo 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  T.  F.  Badon 
Mn.  Frances  Turney 
Bnhhy  Wtoa*a  FuCher 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  J.  B.  Coleman*  Jr. 
StetB^  Danldte  Wimtend 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Norman  Fountain 
Key  Woods 
Miss  Jayne  Woods 
Mr.  LcfTon  Woods 
Mr  ft  Mn  Paul  Pbole  ft  Sons 
Mr.  Jota  Wright 
Kolt^  Springs  B^mst  Church 
Mr.JnckZnchry 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Owen  D.  Jones 


BiU  ft  Doris  Stanley  ft  Famil> 
Pint  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.Rnh)Smad 
Leroy  CaldwoU  SS.  HoUandale  BC 
Mrs.  Odcra  Slagncr 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Cml  O.  Moms 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Kennech  R.  Robertson 
Mrs.  Jone  Stndy 
Ms.  Lucy  Emily  Anderson 
Mr.  W»nr  S^vnn 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Mike  Beattie 
BM  Taylor 
Ms.  Susan  S.  Wairen 
Howard  Toyler 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Qyde  Tindk 
Mr.  LMdmnn  Tdkr,  Sr. 

Mfte  ft  Suzanne  Allen  ft  Children 
Georgs  Thanms 
Ms.  Bobbie  Ruth  Aadiooy 
Jerry  Than 

KoloU  Springs  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  M.  Thrash 
Mn.  H.  L  Thompaon 
Mr.  E.  W.  TIdwcB 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Fred  Ihiwers 
Mr.  Ema  Jnch  TUwcl 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Mdvin  *>anrtrrfrio1 
Mr.  Wesley  Tolm 
Mn.  Joe  E.  Morgan  ft  Family 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Joe  P.  Kirby.  Jr. 
TMmbb  Trotter 
Groefaer  Brothers.  !ac. 

Ulymes  Trotter 
Gneber  Brothers,  inc. 


Dr.  ft  Mn.  John  Norswarthy 
lirrmoa  Ratt 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  R.  B.  HiU 
Fromxs  Solchlleld 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Oyde  TuuUc 
Mrs.  Peggy  SctesMl 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Tomooie  W.  Ttylor 
Mr.CB.ScBcrs 
Petal  Elementary  School  Faculty  ft 
Staff 


Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 
P.O.  Box  27. 

Clinton.  MS  39060-0027 
(601)922-2242 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  WnkC.  DooneO 
Dr.WkrMwk 
Mn.  Joe  E.  Morgia  ft  Fnily 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  t  list  of  Gifts 
of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature 
is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who 
are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Mrs.  Charbe  Kh^ 

Mr.Jamm  Smith 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Johe  Wayne  VanHorn 
Mr.  Lather  SaM 
MfvRay  W.Pemi 
Mrs.  Ebert  Smith 
Mrs.  LmdiC.  Mabry 
Mrs.  Robert  Smith 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  William  Ptniii  Jeakifi& 
Ted  Smith 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Bennett  Clibura 

Sarah  Smith- Va^ _ 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  R.  L  Goza 
Mr.  Clyde  F.  Sorton 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Joe  Skee.  Jr. 

Jmm  WUburSoyars 
Mrs.  Mary  M.  Barr 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Eraeal  O.  Bau 
Col.  Ray  W.  Bowles 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Thomas  D.  Magroder 
Estdle  ft  Corby  Troxler 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Robed  Scallorn 
Ms.  Lisa  H.  Moon 
Ms.  Mary  N.  Starrett 
Mr  ft  Mn  Jaams  E.  Cl«k 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Ronnie  D.  Craddock 
Mn.  J.  Nube  Dowdle 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Krandall  Howell 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gary  L  Jacobs 
Dr.  ft  Mn.  Henry  J.  Sanden 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Wayne  Fergusoo 
Mn.  Leasie  Ferguson 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Donald  Layne 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Richard  Moore,  Sr. 
Mn.  Carl  O.  Haskms 
Mr  ft  Mn.  W.  I.  McDonald 
Dr.  ft  Mn,  Robed  E.  DeCoiu.  Jr. 
Col.  Ray  W.  Bowles 
Mr  ft  Mn  Miley  A  Puckett 
Muchdl  Puckett 
Mn.  Thelma  Puckett 
Ms.  Soma  Tbompann 
Clande  Spears 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Donald  K.  Robbins 
Mrs.  TrwdirSpack 
Mn.  Mary  V.  Golding 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  James  A.  Kidd 
Bootk  F.  SUfrfMd  . 

Rud)  SS.  Bovina  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Lewh  E.  (PHelSualry 
Dorcas  SS.  Clear  Creek  BC 
Ms.  Ireta  W  Graham 


SEPT.  1, 1995- 
SEPT.  30, 1995 

MEMORIALS 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  R.  T.  Ketmedy 
Ms.RnihLMd 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  George  Gatewood 
EBh  Harris,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Lisa  S.  Williamson 
VSJUP.  Captain  Tuny  Harrfa 
Ms.  Sarah  Harris 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Tony  Riven  ft  Firoily 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ron  Barham 
Mr.  Janma  Harris 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  James  Q.  Hutto 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  B.  R.  Taylor 
Mrs.  Eala  Harris 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  James  M.  Brannon 
Elvie  Harvey 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Robed  A.  Gulledgc 
Mrs.  Opal  Harvey 
Mn.  H.  C.  Snowden 
Mr.  W.  Pan!  Hawkint 
Ms.  Margie  D.  Viverette 
Ms.  Tbdina  McBeath 
Bcadc  Heath 

Dr.  ft  Mn.  R.  B.  Townes,  Jr 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  W.  G.  Bnnacomc,  Jr. 
Mr.  Gearge  Heath 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Wayne  Box 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  R.  T.  Kennedy 
Mr.  Loyd  Hcflia,  Jr. 

Mn.  Wsurene  Heflm  ft  Rhiannon 
Mrs.  OdeS  Hcadenoa 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Ermis  Wilson 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  EdwwdC.  WUliwitt 

Fredjs^tn 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lany  Gaemi 

WeaJehMau 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  loaeph  A.  Wells 
Mrs.  Myrtfee  Johaalaa 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Owca  D.  Jones 
Mr  ft  Mn.  WUlimn  M.  Pttter.  Jr 


Gneber  Brodbers.  Inc.  ' 

Mn.  Thehaa  Vickers 
Miss  Connie  Jackson 
Mr  John  Waller 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ernest  L  Barlow 
J.  D.  ft  Doris  Brock 
Mn.  Betrye  Bowlin 
Mn.  Carolyn  Buys 
Mr.  R.  F.  Ward 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Thomas  Ward 
Mn.  June  T.  Brooks 
Rubena  Webb 
Mn.  Lois  A.  Ciiswell 
Virgil  V.  Webb 
Mn.  Camille  C.  Honea 
Preatias  Wedgeworth 
Mr  ft  Mn.  Ralph  Carroll 
Mrs.  Grace  WeBer 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  William  Perrin  Jenkins 
CaltoaWeds 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Joseph  A.  Wells 
JaaMS  (Jkul  WHh 
Gilmore  Memorial  Hospua! 
Fishen  for  Men  SS.  F^-Amory 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  James  W.  Lewis 

Patsy  Whatley  , - 

Bov  ina  Baptist  Church 
Ruth  SS.  Bovina  B^i&t  Church 
Mrs.  ABcc  Whhe 
Ms.  Elzeae  P.  Bell  t 
Chme  Wittwaks 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Ralph  Carroll 
Floyd  W'Uttaaw 
Mr.  ft  Mr^  C  W  "M^yiinsgn 
Mr.A.  'bM^ltM'WOwa  *' 
Marcene.  Cecile  ft  Denne'Fofter 
BofPft  Brenda  Foster 
M^.  W  H  Pyron  ^ 

‘^Mr.  ft  Mrs.  H.  C.  Newman  ^ 
The  John  Wise.  Jr.  Family 
Dr  ft  Mrs.  Billy  Broome 
Jeff  Harlan 
Mrs.  Eula  Lupo 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Tommy  C.  Miller 
Mrs  Edwecoa  M<ale> 

Mrs.  Sam  R  On.  Jr 


Graeber  Brothers,  Inc. 

Mr.Damiy  Nbaa 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Joba  Wayae  VanHorn 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  Bermett  Oiburo 
Aduk  n  Bible  Claes.  Galilee  BC 
MS  Confeteocc  of  Direckxs  of 
MiesioQS 

Mrs.  Kirkland 
Mount  Pleasant  Bapeisi  Church 
New  Zion  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  C.  L  Hazlewood 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lmar  Kimbrough 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  James  Owen 
Mrs.  Carilaa  Janes 
Ms.  Margie  D.  Viveratte 
Mrs.  Efti  Grabba  JoMs 
Mn.  W.  C.  Mangum 
I— arlUker 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Malcolm  Carter 
Mrs.  EuMce  Kemp 
Ms.  Maida  Stegall 
Mr.EariKtaer 
Mn.  Alkae  Hester 
Mrs.  Buford  Kaighl 
Mn.  foe  E  Morgan  ft  Family 
Gatha  I  amar 

Adah  SS,  Banner  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Kettle  G.  Uwewter 
Graeber  Brothers,  iac. 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Larry  Bonds 
Mrs.  Chester  Willisfiis 
Mrs.  CorailBa  UMgptan 
Ms.  Margie  M.  Langston 
Mrs.  Dot  Lee 
Mn.  Manue  K.  Welch 
Mrs.  Norma  l^cttcr 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Robed  E  Brown 
Mrs.  Blaacb  Lloyd 
Ms.  Ann  Arnold 
Chuck  A  Dana  Arnold 
Mrs.  Roberta  Loag 
Mr  A  Mn.  Bermea  Clibum 
Mr  A  Mn.  Tom  Coward.  Jr. 

E.  F.  ‘Taw"  Love 
Mr  ft  Mn  R.  L  Ooza 
Mrs.  Beth  S.  Maddox 
Mrs.  Ora  May  S.  Green 
Mrs  Carl  O.  Haskins 
Beth  SpHchiey  Maddux 
Women  s  Bible  Class,  FBC 
Hamd  Magee 

Ruth  SS,  Bovina  Bapcisi  Church 
Mr.  Charles  L.  Magee 
Bunker  HiH  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Summle  Martki 
Mr  ft  Mrs  R  L.  Van  Norman 
WlUMartia 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charley  W  Jones 
L.  C  Mc  Alpta 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Charles  Henderson 
Mr.  McMpia 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Henry  S  R<mnds 


Mrs.  Irvin  Johnson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  T.  Keeton.  Jr. 
Thomss  ft  Melanie  Ligoo 
Mrs.  Thormao  B.  Oliver 
Julia  ft  Pete  Pory 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  E.  L  Sesaums 
Alamft  Donna  Sharp 
Mr.  Douglas  C.  Stone 
Dr.  ft  Mn.  R.  B.  Townes.  Jr 
Grenada  Cb.  Family  A  Quldm 
Services  Social  Woiken 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  David  Hammons 
Mr.  Archie  Mitchell 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Gearge  H.  Murphy 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Dwayne  S.  Clark 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Chris  Dnrdaman 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Ward  Brisier  ft  Davis 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Bobby  Geegson 
Ms.  Bettye  J.  HoUiogsworth 
Mr.  Jay  Gan 
Ma.  Rath  Stacy 
Mr.  Jay  Gan,^. 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Charles  S.  Davis 
Mrs.  Jean  W.  BiUs 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Hayes  Branscome 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Stan  W.  CvneU 
Mr.ftMn.folBiO.H«dy 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  A.  Holley 
Mr.  and  Mn.  Ricky  Jones 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Devo  I  air  aster 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Doany  Mitchell 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Brooks  Moss 
Mn.  Martha  H.  Ross 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  John  Larry  Taylor 
Mr.  Mabry  E.  Grabao,  Sr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  A.  Earl  Brownlee  Sr 
Fast  Bapusi  Church 
(Jeorge  L.  Graaberry 
Mn.  W.  R.  Newman  Jr.  ft  Family 
Mrs.Mary  Jaac  Peiry  Grcea 
Thomas  ft  Melanie  Ligon 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  R.  B.  Townes.  Jr 
Ms.  Edith  U  Perry 
Mrs.  Irvio  Johnson 
Bro.  BiMy  GrccM 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Charles  Douglas 
Ms.  Wilma  Ndl  Lee  ft  Famity. 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Rogers 
Butch  (viinia 

Mr.  ft.  Mn.  James  S.  Waroec 
Mrs.  RWs  Grogan  ,  . . 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  B^nett  Clibuni 
Mrs.  EarHae  Gay 
Mr.  &  Mnr.'  Malcolm  Carter 
Mrs.  Mary  HHkn  Hammond 
Mr.'A  Mrs.  Aubrey  Lee  Boone 
Mr*.  Ndl  R  Hammond 


HONORS 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Marvin  Bnkcr 
Ms.  Betty  N.  GrifTith 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Larry  Brnldfoot  ft  L 
Beth 

Ms.  Betty  N.  Griffith 
Mrs.  O.  D.  Brannon 
Neil  ft  Zekie  H.  McKenzie 
Bro.  Mlly  Brumfldd 
Hilderbrand  SS,  Immanuel  BC 
Cartlon  Edroondson,  HI 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Carhon  Edmondson 
Mrs.  Kcnnle  Ivy 
First  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Manue  Marlin 
Ruth  SS.  FBC -Tupelo 
Mr.  George  F,  Maxey 
Ruth  SS.  FBC-Tupch» 

Dewey  Rlgary 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Chester  R.  Cook 
Mrs.  Doris  Rogers 
Mrs.  BtU  Mobiev 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  William  P.  Jenkias 
Ffeaak  M.  Oliver 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Ralph  Cwroll 
Mm  Paaline  Orr 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Willis  H.  Morgan 
Mr.  EntcslOry 
Arlif^lon  Heights  BC 


Mrs.  Margaret  O.  Mahoney 
OMaOwen 

Qenshaw  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Salie  Loa  Pmker 
Mrs.  Maty  Ndl  May 
EMat  Geae  Parkaum 
Mrs.  Sarah  Holloway 
Mn.  W.  R.  Petrus 
friendship  SS.  Valley  Park  BC 
Harris  B.  Peyton 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Gearge  D.  Henderson 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  A.  T.  Woods 
Ms.  Bwtaara  Evsns  Shsckleford 
hto.  Alda  PWUps 
Mr.AMn  Robert  G.  GnfTiih 
WWe  Joe  PIckeM 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Willism  F.  Evans 


Mr.  ft  Mrs,  Ted  Clark 
Al  Herriagtoa 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Leo  Leake 
Wedy  Hester 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Malcolm  Cuter 
Haater  Hitt 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  Upchurch 
Mr.  John  R.  Hogue 
Mr  A  Mn.  Michael  D  Allen 
Mr.  E.  L.  HoBaml 
Ms.  Ruth  Land 
Mrs.  ChrlstlDC  Horne 
Mr.  A  Mn.  William  P.  Jenkins 
Bobbie  Horton 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Harry  Dubose 
Mr.  Roy  Horton 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Garth  Ingram 
R.G.  Houston 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Sam  T.  Cuter 
Mr  I.cwls  Hull 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Aubrey  Lee  Boone 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  George  A.  Milam 
Mr.  Gwin  Ingram 
Ms  Ruth  Land 
James  lrb> 

Mr  ft  Mn  Rodney  Bevill 
Mr  and  Mn.  Tot^  Hendrix 
Mr.  John  IL  Jackson 
Dr.  ft  Mrs  Frederick  E  Tatum 
Ms.  beta  W.  Graham 
Mr.  ft  Mn  1.  Tom  Junes  II 
Mrs.  Rose  Jackson 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Cartis  Wnodv 
Mr.  &  Mrs  Carl  M.  Crawford 
M>  Grace  Eifltng 
James  Jewdl 


MEMORIALS 


Cluli  Gay.  IV 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Ronald  B.  Bosarge 
Mr.  Mack  Absloo 
Mn.  Robbie  Abel 

(to  be  continued) 


Mn.  Jack  B.  Smith 
Ray  Plankett 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Frank  Gowan 
Mn.  Bonnie  Polk 
Mr  A  Mn  R  B  Wallace 
Mr.  Wingn  Poole 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  W.  Southerland.  Jr. 
Mr.  Fred  Powell 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  John  D  McCreary  ft 
Fanuly 

Mr  ft  Mrs  BillMcC  re^y 
Mr.  A  Mr\.  Bub  McCreary 
Mr  ft  Mrs  J«ihn  W'  McCreary 
Mr.  H.  B.  Powers 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Frank  Gowan 
Mn.  Mary  Ruth  Pryor 
Blue  Cross  ft  Blue  .ShwU 
Misatssfppi  Htispiial  AssuciatHW 
Mn.  Benha  J.  Allen 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  S.  E  (inmes.  Jr 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  John  Christian 
Golden  Circle  SS.  FBC.  Jacksem 
Mr  A  Mrs  Jtw  Jack  Hurst 
Kathryn  Hutton  ft  Fan\ii) 

Mis.s  Canityn  Slater 
Mr.  B.  L.  Purkett 
Mr  A  Mrs  Terry  ('hanipMm 
Mr.  CleU  QnaUs 
Joni  Hunter  Gunderson 
Artec  Hunter 
Mn.  Martha  H  Ray 
iner  Qotn 

Ms  Naumi  Nk  ard  Pope 
Mr.  Brke  Kasberry 
Baptist  H«-  ?•'  ‘  .  Ntvih  Mississipp 
Mrs.  KatMsn  Reeses 
Mrs  hdu’  Nkillwi. 

<«eorgr  D.  Kesd 
MrsM'H-K 

Mha  MiWrrd  Krymiids 
Mr  B.^- 

Ms  KU  H.'  ■  " 

Mrs.  Kate  Krsmdd^ 

M.S  hi 

Mr*.  Janrllr  Ri<  hards 


To  Help  Fulfill  the 
HOPES 


vere 


Mrs.  Rebecca  Williams  from  Gautier  was  elected  ^  c 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  The  Baptist  ChiK;  e-  s  Viliai 
outgoing  President.  Terry  Will,  of  Eupora  ch.-j:;  ,iged  sta::  ; 
board  members  at  the  annual  Christmas  luncheon  to  "neve 
give  up  in  this  ministry  to  hurting  children."  We  were  r;^rnin‘j 
that  no  matter  how  bleak  the  situation  or  how  difficuli  ti 
—  God  has  a  plan.  The  annual  luncheor  followed  the  quart 
Board  of  Trustee  meeting. 


Maltbcs 


Mrs.  Mary  Wiilrs  Rithriis 

Mr  am'  li  . 

Mr*.  Paiilim  Kobrrts 


Mr.  Duyir  Kubrrtvm 
Mr  AM  V.-:  It 

Mr*.  Je*wr  M  Htirhrmr 


Mr*.  C«r*cr  Ruerrs 
Mrs  J.  1  \’ 

Mr.  Jimmy  Kiiggks 


CHILDREN’S  PAGE 


A  Christmas  A^ystert 

Can  you  teU  what  aM  the  pictures  beiow  have  in  common?  (Clue;  You  might 
firxJ  them  aJI  in  one  book  at  church!)  See  if  you  can  identify  the  message  or 
title  of  each  picture.  Write  it  on  the  lines  urK)^  the  picture.  Solution  below. 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club: 

My  name  is  Kayla  Hester.  I’m  8 
years  old.  My  birthday  is  April  6. 1 
go  to  Nettleton  Primary  School 
and  I’m  in  the  third  grade.  I  like 
dancing,  singing,  and  going  to  con¬ 
certs.  I  have  one  brother  and  a 
horse.  Please  write  to  me.  I  would 
like  it  if  you  would  send  a  picture 
of  yourself,  too. 

do  Cason  Baptist  Church 
30018  Cason  Road 
Nettleton,  MS  38858 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club: 

My  name  is  Cori  WalMs.  I  go 
to  Rocky  Creek  Church.  I’m  10 
years  old  and  in  the  fifth  grade.  My 
hobbies  are  coloring,  collecting 
stamps,  reading,  and  playing  with 
my  Barbies.  Please  send  me  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  you. 

c/o  Rocky  Creek  Baptist 
Church 

2165  Rocky  Creek  Road 

Lucedale,  MS  39452 


out  in  the  country.  We  have  five  tist  Church.  The  pastor’s  name  is 
dogs,  one  cat,  and  I  have  a  Ixother  Dr.  Gibb  Wood.  My  mom  and 
named  Phillip.  My  best  friend’s  dad’s  family  lives  in  West  Point, 
name  is  Holly.  I  don’t  care  whether  My  dad  is  in  the  Army.  I  would 
you  ate  a  girl  w  a  boy.  Pfe^  write  "like  to  hear  from  boys  and  girls  my 
me,  and  please  send  a  picture  if  you  age.  I  enjoy  going  to  church  and 
have  one.  learning  about  Jesus.  Also  I  enjoy 

c/o  Hrst  Biq)tist  Church  telling  people  of  Jesus. 

P.O.  Drawer  749 

Hazlehurst,  MS  39083  My  name  is  Caitljm  Johnson.  I 

am  7  years  old.  I  am  in  the  second 
grade.  I  live  in  Saiserslughtem, 
Germany,  with  my  parents  and  my 
brother  and  sister.  My  dad  is  in  the 
Army.  I  would  like  to  hear  from 
pan  pals  my  age.  I  like  to  go  to 
church  and  learn  about  Jesus.  I 
attend  Rhineland  Baptist  Church. 
The  pastor’s  name  is  Dr.  Gibb 
Wood.  Write  us  at: 

CMR  429,  Box  1319 
APO,  AE  09054 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club: 

My  name  is  Brandi  Douglas.  I 
am  10  years  old  and  I  am  in  the 
fifth  grade.  Please  send  me  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  yourself.  I  would  like  for 
boys  or  girls  from  anywhere  to 
write  me.  My  hobbies  are  swim¬ 
ming  and  roller  blading. 

My  name  is  Patty  Amason.  I 
have  two  sisters.  I  am  10  years  old 
and  in  the  fifth  grade.  I  would  like 
girls  to  write  to  me. 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club: 

Hi.  My  name  is  Rebecca  Rick. 
I  am  an  11 -year-old  sixth  grader.  I 
love  animals  and  going  to  church.  I 
have  three  dogs  named  Mister,  Sis 
C,  and  B.J.;  five  cats  named 
Thomas,  Beans,  Princess,  Kitty, 
and  Harry;  three  horses  named  Tie, 
Chance,  and  Sandman;  and  one 
hamster  imaaed  Ginger.  I  attend 
l^urch.  I  don’t  mind  if 
or  girl  pen  pal.  Please 

write  me  at: 

c/o  Trace  City  Baptist  Church 
5  Raintree  North 
Natchez.  MS  39120 


My  name  is  Bridgett  Mansum.  T 
have  one  brother.  1  am  10  years  old 
and  in  the  fifth  grade.  I  would  like 
many  boys  and  girls  to  write  to  me. 


Source:  Solving  BH)U  HjmmmtiVj’Sai  MacKenzie 
(ZofKlervanPublishingHouse,  1994),  avcritable  at  your 
local  bookstore  or  by  calling  800-727-3480. 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club: 

My  name  is  Amanda  Kilpatrick. 
I  am  10  years  old.  My  birthday  is 
Oct.  25,  1985.  I’m  in  fourth  grade 
and  I’m  in  the  gifted  program.  I 
enjoy  going  to  church,  being  with 
my  family  and  friends.  My  favorite 
singers  are  Faith  Hill,  Reba  McIn¬ 
tyre,  and  Garth  Brooks.  I  have  one 
brother  and  a  dog.  You  can  write 
me  at  the  address  below.  Please 
send  a  picture  of  yourself  I  don’t 
care  if  you  are  a  boy  or  a  girl, 
c/o  Briar  Hill  Baptist  (^urch 
Hwy.  469 

Rorence,  MS  39073 


My  name  is  Emily  Cody.  1  have 
an  older  sister..!  have  one  cat  that 
just  had  four  kittens.  I  am  10  years 
old.  1  am  in  the  fifth  grade.  My 
hobbies  are  swimming,  playing, 
riding  bikes,  go  to  church,  babysit, 
help  clean  house  (sometimes!).  1 
would  like  for  boys  or  girls  to 
write  me. 

c/o  Children’s  II 

Sunday  School  Class 
Main  Street  Baptist  Church 
P.O.  Box  536 

Mendenhall.  MS  391 14  Dear  Pen  Pal  Club: 

Hi.  My  name  is  Kristen  Burton. 
1  am  1 1  years  old.  I  enjoy  running, 
karate,  and  reading.  1  have  five 
dogs,  and  four  cats.  I  go  to  Harris¬ 
burg  Church.  I  have  one  brother 
and  one  sister.  I  would  be  happy  to 
hear  from  you. 

c/o  Burton’s  Grocery 
1 19  Hwy.  6  West 
Tupelo.  MS  38801 

Dear  Pen  Pal  Club: 

My  name  is  Dakota  Johnson.  I 
am  five  years  old.  I  am  in  kinder¬ 
garten.  I  live  in  Saiserslughtem, 
Germany,  with  my  parents  and  my 
two  sisters.  My  dad  is  in  the  Army. 
1  enjoy  church  and  Sunday  School. 
1  would  like  to  hear  from  pen  pals 
my  age.  1  attend  Rhineland  Baptist 
Church.  My  pastor’s  name  is  Dr. 
Gibb  Wood. 


he  angel  said,  ''Do  not 
be  afraid.  Look,  I  bring 
you  news  of  great  Joy, 
a  joy  to  be  shared  by 

III  V  whole  people. 

Today  in  the  town  of 
has  been  born  to 
you;  he  is  Christ  the  Lord. 

—  Luke  2:10-1 1 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club: 

Hi.  My  name  is  Anna  Lam- 
mons.  1  am  10  years  old,  and  I’m 
in  fifth  grade.  I  attend  Pleasant  Hill 
Church.  I  have  one  sister.  1  really 
love  church.  I  like  to  play  the 
piano,  and  ride  bikes.  Please  write 
me  if  you  want  to  be  my  pen  pal. 
c/o  Plea.sant  Hill  Baptist  Church 
1249  Pleasant  Hill  Road. 
Columbus,  MS  39702 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club: 

My  name  is  Erica  Douglas.  I  am 
9  years  old  and  in  the  fourth  grade. 
My  birthday  is  July  26,  1986. 1  live 
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BHP  RMO  BGRMOP  XHLORM  RMO  YHV,  GVS 
YMOJORM  MEU  GXX  RMEVDY  RMGR  MEUYOXB 
SHORM:  GVS  MO  JEXX  YMOJ  MEU  DPOGROP 
JHPAY  RMGV  RMOYO,  RMGR  lO  UGI  UGPLOX. 

ZHMV  BELO:  RJOVRI 

This  loeek's  clue:  V  equals  N. 

-«% 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  kpm'ledge.  A  King 
James*Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The 
same  letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error. 
Answer  to  last  week's  puzzle:  Titus  One:  Two. 
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JL^  I 
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My  ilame  is  Elizibeth  Johnson.  I 
am  9  years  ol(i  I  am  in  the  fourth 
grade.  I  live  in  Saiserslughtem, 
Germany.  1  attend  Rhineland  Bap- 
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